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PROCESSIONAL MUSIC
NKU Philharmonic Orchestra
Amy Gillingham, director

ACADEMIC PROCESSIONAL
Matthew Zacate
President, NKU Faculty Senate
Grand Marshal

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Francis Scott Key

Kortney Mills
Hannah Shirkey
Calvin Horner
Tyler Smith
Students in the Department of Music

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS
Sue Ott Rowlands
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs

RECOGNITION OF FACULTY
Sue Ott Rowlands

ADDRESS
Holly Riffe
Professor of Social Work
Frank Sinton Milburn Outstanding Professor

INTRODUCTION OF STUDENT SPEAKER
Sue Ott Rowlands

Hannah Myers
College of Health Professions

INVITATION - ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
Michael R. McKeown ’85
President Elect, NKU Alumni Board of Directors

CHARGE TO GRADUATES
Gerard A. St. Amand
Interim President, Northern Kentucky University

CONFERRING OF DEGREES
Gerard A. St. Amand

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES IN
THE COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS
Mary C. Kishman
Interim Dean, College of Health Professions

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES IN
THE HAILE/US BANK COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Gregory S. Martin
Acting Dean, Haile/US Bank College of Business

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES IN
THE COLLEGE OF INFORMATICS
Kevin G. Kirby
Dean, College of Informatics

CLOSING REMARKS
Sue Ott Rowlands

ALMA MATER
Original lyrics and melody Charles Wiley
rev. Carolyn Hagner/harm. Kurt Sander

Kortney Mills
Hannah Shirkey
Calvin Horner
Tyler Smith
Students in the Department of Music

RECESSIONAL MUSIC
NKU Philharmonic Orchestra
Amy Gillingham, director

FORTY-FIFTH COMMENCEMENT ORDER OF EXERCISES

COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS
HAILE/US BANK COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
COLLEGE OF INFORMATICS
10:00 A.M.
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STUDENT SPEAKER 

Hannah is graduating with a Bachelor of 

Science in Nursing from the College of 

Health Professions. She is an extremely 

driven, motivated and compassionate 

individual who has been very involved 

on campus during her time at NKU. 

She has been a member of the Student 

Nurses’ Association, is an ambassador 

for the College of Health Professions 

and is a member of Sigma Theta Tau 

International Honor Society of Nursing. 

Hannah also strives to be very active 

and present in her community in the 

Northern Kentucky area. She is a member of the American Red Cross 

and also volunteers for the Northern Kentucky Medical Reserve Corps. 

Hannah works as a highly regarded nurse extern at St. Elizabeth 

Hospital, where she has further developed her nursing skills and has 

been selected to serve on several hospital-wide committees. Upon 

graduation, she has accepted a position at St. Elizabeth in the 

Medical Intensive Care Unit, where she will start her career as a 

registered nurse. She looks forward to embracing her career in 

nursing and one day continuing her education by pursuing a 

graduate degree here at NKU. 

HANNAH MYERS
Nursing

College of Health 
Professions
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COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER AND
THE 2017 FRANK SINTON MILBURN OUTSTANDING PROFESSOR AWARD RECIPIENT

DR. HOLLY RIFFE
Professor of Social Work

stress. [This class] has been a wake-up call to 
what is happening around me. It provides 
a moment of ‘Things are much bigger than 
this,’ and ‘There are more important things.’ 
I feel that this class helps me not just with 
my bachelor’s degree—it helps me grow as a 
person.”
 
Similarly, her class on Compassion, Empathy, 
and Forgiveness in Social Justice sparks an 
audience of students to practice compassion 
and kindness daily while understanding that 
without that foundation, we, as a community, 
cannot move forward. A local church sermon 
used that class as a backdrop to understand 
how we can each integrate these concepts in 
our overlapping spiritual and secular lives.
 
Riffe’s drive to support those around her is 
evident by how she dedicates her time. From 
working with Somali refugees to engaging 
the community around the heroin epidemic, 
community leaders contact her to think through 
the issues, conduct research and explore policy 
alternatives. This is how Riffe perceives her 
role as a metropolitan and regional professor. 
Walking through a refugee camp holding the 
hand of a Zimbabwean child or eating dinner 
with a class of students at a Somali restaurant 
in Florence, Kentucky, she says: “This is the best 
work-life I can imagine. I may be the odd one, 
but I truly enjoy meeting folks and working 
on projects in our region. I like the problems 
that make me scratch my head and think about 
situations like our Boone County librarians, 
who figured out how to feed kids who hung out 
at the library while their parents worked.”

Dr. Holly Riffe joined the social work faculty 
at Northern Kentucky University in 2001. She 
sets the standard for intertwining teaching and 
research with real needs in our community 
and beyond. Riffe conducted research in 
South Africa to understand the intersection of 
belief systems and local HIV/AIDS prevention 
technologies. “If we could understand why 
people were not using prevention techniques, 
then we could target those specific beliefs 
and, in turn, save lives,” she says. Using 
those same rigorous research methods, she 
has conducted health research with the local 
Latino community, needs assessments with 
Somali refugees and evaluated risk factors for 
truancy in children. In each of these endeavors, 
Riffe integrates NKU students, faculty and 
community members in the research.
 
Riffe spearheaded the process for NKU’s 
first MSW program to successfully achieve 
accreditation from the national Council on 
Social Work Education. That MSW program now 
graduates approximately 70 students each year 
who provide clinical social work services in our 
region.
 
As a collaborative partner with students and 
other faculty from across campus, Riffe co-
designed an interdisciplinary minor in social 
justice, which draws students from a variety of 
programs across campus. Her Introduction to 
Social Justice course always exceeds capacity 
and receives high praise from students. One 
student commented, “During the hustle and 
bustle of my final year of nursing school, it is 
easy to get caught up in the assignments and 
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DOCTORAL CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES IN THE COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS

DOCTOR OF NURSING PRACTICE

DAWN BALCOM
Improving Access and Service in a Refugee-Centered Medical Home: 
Comprehensive Care to Address Potential Zika Virus Infection
Karen Mutsch, DNP; Rahel Bosson, M.D.

CYNETHIA L. BETHEL-JAITEH
Intention to Breastfeed and Intervention Effectiveness in the African 
American Community
Lynne Zajac, Ph.D.; Chris Poteet, MBA

RUTH MARTIN CARRICO
Improving Access and Service in a Refugee-Centered Medical Home: Use of 
Emergency Department to Access Care
Karen Mutsch, DNP; Rahel Bosson, M.D.

KRISTIN NICOLE CLEPHANE
Parental Perceptions in Teen Health Education: Sexual Health, Healthy 
Relationships, and Communication
Lynne Zajac, Ph.D.; Maryse Amin, Ph.D.

KATIE MARIE DAVIS
The Role of Recognition and Education of Obese Patients in the Retail Health 
Setting and the Effect on Dietitian Referrals
Lynne Zajac, Ph.D.; Cathleen McKnight, DNP

KATHLEEN MARIE ENGLISH
Knowledge of Systematic Inflammatory Response Syndrome and Sepsis: A 
Survey among Emergency Room Nurses in the Acute Care Setting
Karen Mutsch, DNP; Sherri Randolph, MSN

SHARI D. GHOLSON
Preparing the Staff Nurse for the Role of Clinical Teaching Partner on a 
Dedicated Education Unit
Lynne Zajac, Ph.D.; Tracy Phillips, DNP

LINDA SZORCSIK GOSS
Improving Access and Service in a Refugee-Centered Medical Home: 
Coordinating Care to Facilitate LTBI Treatment
Karen Mutsch, DNP; Rahel Bosson, M.D.

AMY M. HIGDON
Nurse Residency Program Evaluation: The Development of Confidence for 
New Registered Nurses
Karen Mutsch, DNP; Debbie Enoch, MSN

NIKKI LEE DAWN HOWARD
Facilitator Role in the Provision of Sexual Health Education for At-Risk High 
School Students
Lynne Zajac, Ph.D.; Maryse Amin, Ph.D.

ALFREDA JOYCE RHODES-KING
Evaluation of a Public Health Department Project: Effectiveness of Expanded 
Access to Care for Women Survivors of Intimate Partner Violence
Lynne Zajac, Ph.D.; Irma A. Sharp, Ph.D.

The DNP program builds upon the Essentials of Doctoral Education for Advanced Nursing Practice (2006). The focus of the DNP program is on evidence-based 
practice which reflects application of credible research findings, such as these listed above, for nurse administrators, educators and practitioners.
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COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS
The following degrees will be awarded provided all requirements have been met. Honors symbols legend on page 23.

GRADUATE CANDIDATE DEGREES

UNDERGRADUATE CANDIDATE DEGREES

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN HEALTH SCIENCES
 Sallie R. Bauer
 Kerri Ann Birkett
 Melodie Michelle Boh
 Annette Wendy Bonjour
 Tracy Eldridge
 Billie Ruth Howard
 Kyle Patrick Kohorst
 Michael Daniel Lafferty
 Nana Kwadwo Nuro
 Shamika Natasha Richardson
 Jenna Kay Richmond

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING
 Claire Elizabeth Abshire
 Maria Celine Anderson
 Emily Jo Atwood
 Rebecca Lee Beech
 Callie Elizabeth Beuke
 Stephanie Elaine Bonfilio
 Jessica Fay Daugherty Collins
 Megan Lynn Frade
 Jacqueline Leigh Reichert Grimes
 Kelly Haley
 Kyle Andrew Haverbusch
 Jenny Lynn Henry

 Chelsea Marie Meyer
 Shawn Kerensa Mock
 Lara Zavalza-Neeson
 Kelsey Mariah Nickells
 Jody Marie Petru
 Sherry L. Powell
 Michelle L. Rehkamp
 Paula Andrea Richards
 Katherine Elizabeth Scherrer
 Tiffany Elizabeth Scherzinger
 Danielle Jessica Steele
 Winnie W. Wei

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE
 Helen Ebere Anyiam
 Jeanne Carol Carlsen
 Denis David Ingle
 Carrie Bowling McCowan
 Jaime Renee Mendoza
 Sally Kathleen Miller
 Kesha Marie Nelson
 Paul Netzel
 Nancy Gail Owens
 Whitnei Latryce Saunders
 Rebecca Lee Sloan

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
 † Allison Louise Abdon
  Erin Quinn Adkins
  Tara Nicole Alford
  Joshua W. Arrowood
  Alison Rae Baker
  Melissa A. Brady
  Shanon Machele Brannen
 †† Jeffrey Todd Carmicle
 † Laura Ann Couch
 ††† Amanda R. Coulter
 †† Dorcas Faye Cutter
  Chad Deininger
  Tyianna Nicole Trice
  Kristen Ashley Durr
  Shereen Far
 † Nathan Daniel Fite
  Lindsey Anne Flynn
 † Dakota Santana Hunt
  Mia M. Jenkins
 ††† Jana Graves Jones
 † Sherry Lynn Kidd
 † Lindsey Elizabeth Kittle
  Destenie Glenn Knight
 † Ashley E. Lazzaro
 †† Jennifer Layne Loayza
  Melissa Faye Mason
  Emily K. McCombs
  Morgan Ashley Meczkowski
  Molly Katherine Nordheim
  Taylor E. Poore
  Ryan J. Precht
  Shelby Leigh Reid
 † Casey Jane Rigdon
 † Dea Ruffing
  Christy Marie Schenck

 †† Sara Elizabeth Sheridan
  Shannon Fay Sholler
  Nicolette Ariana Shouse
 †† Audrey Kay Sims
  Angela R. Smith
 † Sarah Elizabeth Spratt
  Carissa Stamper
 † Daniel Ryan Thacker
 †† Heather Elizabeth Toomey
  Elizabeth Ann Webster
  Valerie Beth Workman

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN NURSING
  Amber Nicole Adams
 † Taylor Elizabeth Altevers
  Megan Lea Applegate
 ††† Lisa Ladiene Arnold
  Jacquelyn Rose Badinghaus
 ††† Kelsi Brady
 † Amanda Christina Brock
 ††† Victoria V. Brock
 ††† Jacquelyn Terece Brown
 † Kelsey Jo Brown
 † Samantha Rae Brown
 †† Elizabeth Ann Bukovinsky
  Susan Kathleen Bushman
 † Shelby Kaitlyn Butcher
 † Lauren Elizabeth Chesser
 ††† Jennifer Clay
 † Lauren E. Clemons
  Amanda Sue Cooper
  Kelly Rae Davey
  Matthew Thomas Davey
  Thuy P. Dinh
 †† Johnna Marie Dyas

  Courtney Alome Dyer
  Kirsten Marie Ellis
 ††† Haley Elizabeth Elliston
  Christina Marie Enzweiler
  Erica Rose Enzweiler
  Rachel Erin Fabre
 †† Julie Lynn Graessle
 †† Emily Rose Greis
 †† Dalton Robert Griffin
  Alaina Marie Hager
 † Julie Ann Hanrahan
  Amanda Marie Hoffman
  Keaton Elliott Holbrook
 ††† Ashley Danielle Hoseclaw
  Loni Marie Houston
  Carley Jean Hume
  Abigail S. Jarrell
 † Amanda Nicole Jones
  Brooke Rashelle Jump
  Brian Thomas Kaiser
 † Laura Lynn Kaufhold
  Colleen Patricia Kinzeler
 † Sara Rose Kraus
 †† Heather Megan Liming
  Kimberly Lynn Maschinot
  Chelsea Montgomery 
   Mayborg
 † Amanda Rose McIntosh
 † Corie Lynn Miles
  Christyn Anne Miller
  Justin Thomas Mohr
 †† Krista Renee Shouse Moss
 ††† Hannah Frances Myers
 †† Gloria Joy Oesting
 † Tia R. Parks
  Maria Ann Pohlabeln

  Emily Ann Reis
 † Ashleigh Marie Rhoton
  Lauren Marie Roberts
 † Korinne Rolf
  Sandra Michelle Rowe
  Austin James Schmidt
  Carly Rae Schorr
  Keri Lynn Shearer
 † Jenna Sketch
  Rebecca Smart
  Jaime Nicole Smith
 ††† Jessica Margaret Steel
  Andrea Nichole Stein
 † Ashley Nicole Stelle
 † Celeste Renee Taulbee
  Elizabeth Marie Taylor
 † Sarah Taylor Tebelman
  Mark Anthony Thomas
  Whitney Lynne Walston
 † Jamie Weber
  Sarah Ellen West
  James Michael Whitacre
  Amberly Rea Jean White
  Benjamin Neil Whitmer
 † Gustin Guy Williams
 †† Allexa Lauren Wolf
 † Anna Marie Yockey
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COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS HONOR SOCIETIES

SIGMA THETA TAU
is the international honor society for nurses 
and nursing students

Taylor Elizabeth Altevers 
Amanda Christina Brock
Victoria V. Brock
Jacquelyn Terece Brown

Kelsey Jo Brown
Lauren Elizabeth Chesser
Courtney Alome Dyer
Emily Rose Greis
Dalton Robert Griffin
Laura Lynn Kaufhold
Heather Megan Liming

Amanda Rose McIntosh
Hannah Frances Myers
Gloria Joy Oesting
Tia R. Parks
Ashleigh Marie Rhoton
Korinne Rolf
Jenna Sketch

Jessica Margaret Steel
Ashley Nicole Stelle
James Michael Whitacre
Benjamin Neil Whitmer
Gustin Guy Williams
Anna Marie Yockey
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HAILE/US BANK COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
The following degrees will be awarded provided all requirements have been met. Honors symbols legend on page 23.

GRADUATE CANDIDATE DEGREES

UNDERGRADUATE CANDIDATE DEGREES

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
  Elizabeth Akinade
  Mohammed Abdulrahman
   Alamri
  Khalid Hamad Aldawas
  Laura E. Alexander
  Mohammed Abdulrahman 
   M. Alkulaybi
  Hanna Mae Allen
  Mohammed Saad Almujaljal
  Abdulrahman D.S.M.S Al
   Mutairi
  Khaleed Adel Alnujaidi, Sr.
  Nasser Fadawi Alruwaili
  Abdullah Taleb Alshibani
  Salman Abdulrahman
   Alsulami
  Jehad Ahmed Althaqafi
  Saeed Hassan Alzahrani
  Kenneth Lee Angel III
  Jeffrey Tyler Baioni
  Benjamin R. Baker
  Robert Lloyd Baker II
  Emily Anne Barth
  Ronald David Behymer
  Donavon Benitez
  Jacob Samuel Berg
  Alex Matthew Bergquist
 †† Henry D. Bezold
  Elizabeth Boiman
  Dominic Francis Bonavita
  Kathryn Rose Bond
  William Thomas Borland
 †† Susan M. Bosch
  Ennio Antonio Braida
  Andrew Thomas Brant

MASTER OF ACCOUNTANCY
 Teresa Lorraine Brunt
 Holly Michelle Butts
 Amy E. Dienger
 Yu Fu
 Deanna Richards Karam
 Cari Roberts
 Courtney Nicole Schoettker
 Julie Louise Smith
 Matthew A. Sutter
 Regina L. Wyatt

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION
 Garrett Christian Blessing
 Candice M. Bridge

 Jennifer N. Buchwald
 Danielle Lisa Cirelli
 Matthew Tyler Cook
 Matthew Jeremiah Delaney
 Bethany L. Doverspike
 Megan Frausto-Lewis
 Jennifer Marie Hart
 Jacob Joseph Heeb
 Timothy Adams Ilhardt, Jr.
 Lauryl Glancy Kuper
 Bradley James Lehman
 Justin Michael Mason
 Katelyn Paige Menne
 Michael Chusuk O‘Brien
 Garrett Grant Scala

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP AND 
ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGE
 Elizabeth Marie Boyce
 Rebekah Briner
 Leah Cole
 Amanda Kay Derico
 Kathrin S. Eiserman
 Anthony Edward Jansen, Jr.
 Cynthia Ann Klotz
 Matthew Koewler
 Alisa Koster
 Rachel Anne McKinney
 Everett Anthony Nunlist
 John Parran
 Thomas K. Philip

 Maria Christine Schweikert
 Sherita Jenelle Scott
 Britton Edward Smith
 Kristen Alissa Smitherman-Voltaire
 Brian Robert Valenti
 Nicholas J. Weber
 Justin A. Wietholter
 Gina Marie Witko

  Jonathan William Brassfield
 † Casey Rashel Broach
  Jon Tyler Buckner
 †† Lawrence David Budde
  Nina Nydean Burns
 †† Kelly Christine Burrows
  David Goerman Capal
  Jarrett Patrick Casey
  Jordan Nicole Caton
  Crystal Annette Cirrincione
  Dawn Marie Claudio-Vazquez
  James Allen Collins
 † Ryan Andrew Conley
  Timothy Joseph Connaughton
  James Scott Costin
  Emilee N. Cotner
  Daniel J. Cox
  Boston Duane Coyle
  Bailey Anne Crane
 † Leah Caroline Crawley
  Ashley Nicole Cullum
  Catherine Ashley Demoss
  Brennan Devoto
  Michael Ditullio
  Timothy Michael Dwyer
  Sean William Eisner
  Mohamed Elkholti
  Joshua David Erwin
  Kevin Joseph Evans
  Keith Madison Feys
  Xavier Alexander Fox
  Allison Marie Franzen
  Darius Alexander Frick
  Daniel James Fugett
  Hugo Arturo Galan Garcia
  Austin J. Gamel

  Ashley Nichole Garner
 † Cody Allen Gohs
 † Kaitlyn Marie Golab
 † Kristin Marie Graff
  Alexander Daniel Gray
  Justin Matthew Griffin
 † Shanda Marie Harris
  Shaun Harvey
 † Richard Robert Hedger
  Madison Hunter Held
  Chelsie Ann Hensley
  Michael Clinton Herald
  Lisa Carol Herron
 †† Allison Hershner
  David Anthony Hester
  Chris Hightchew
 †† Jillian Elise Hoover
  Taylor Nicole Huffine
  Adam B. Hunt
  Lauren Elizabeth Jacobs
 †† Lyndsey Joy Jenkins
 †† Mariah Hall Johnson
  Katlin Nicole Kallmeyer
 † Richard Kenneth King, Jr.
 † Kara Michelle Kitts
  Gregory Robert Kozel
 † Jacob G. Kramer
  Joseph Thomas Kremer
 † Desiree Dawn Laurich
  Paul Jeffrey Lemmink
  Griffin Lessley
  Katie Lockwood
 ††† Jesse Marcus Maggard
 ††† Neala Joan Manley
 † Rui Mao
 † Charles Reeves Margolen

  Kolston Allan Marshall
  Justin A. McCall
  Nathaniel Michael Alex
   McGovney
  Evan T. McKinley
  Stephanie Caroline McMillan
  Michael Lee Messenger
  Gregory Chase Meyerratken
 † Brian Ray Miller
 † Logan Brice Miller
  Justin Abbott Mitchell
  Tonya Renee Mohnen
  Stephanie Renae Morrison
  Kody Lee Mroczek
  Christina Marie Muenchen
  Deborah Arruda Nacimiento
 †† Madelyn Neidhardt
 † Laurie Michelle Nelson
  Prossy Nabirye Nsobani
  Nicholas Ryan O‘Leary
  Carmen Maria Ortiz
  Juan B. Guillen-Ott
  Patrick Barnes Paolino
  Jonah Alexander Parsons
 ††† Hardik Pravin Patel
  Tavis Cody Patton
  Maggie Lynn Peddicord
  Deasia Storm Pence
  Cole Douglas Perdue
  Jessie Kade Perdue
 † Cory Scott Petersman
  James Allen Philpot
 † Ashley Marie Piccola
  Tracy Alexander Pope II
  Kendall Elizabeth Powers
  James Robert Raleigh, Jr.
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UNDERGRADUATE CANDIDATE DEGREES CONTINUED

UNIVERSITY HONORS SCHOLARS
University Honors Scholars complete 21 
credit hours of interdisciplinary seminars 
including an independent capstone project 
under the guidance of a faculty mentor

Madelyn Neidhardt
Alexandria Nicole Salyers

HAILE/US BANK COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
HONOR SOCIETIES

  Marcus Elliott Ringo
  Brayden Joseph Roberts
  Joshua Burns Robinette
  Cody Rose
  Samuel Nicholas Ruebusch
  Joshua David Rusche
  Courtney Elizabeth Rust
 † Alexandria Nicole Salyers
  Kylie Sammons
 †† Rupali Sapra
  Anna Marie Schild
  Andrew Martin Schmidt
  Mary Margaret Schmidt
  Brian Schneider
  Eric Thomas Schneider
  David Lee Schuck, Jr.
  Austin William Shumate
  Jacob Brian Smith
 †† Jennifer L. Smith

  Joseph Jamal Smith
  Tyler Adam Soward
  Morgan Whitney Sroufe
  Austin James Staubach
  Angela Stewart
  Jennifer Strouse
  Matthew Bradley Stuck
  Brandon Michael Sullivan
  Xinhai Tian
  Erik Daniel Tomczewski
  Alexandrea Shareece
   Tompkins
  Erick Trejo Arteaga
  Makayla Raye True
  Troy Chandler Trumbo-
   Coleman
  Abigail Innsbruk Turner
 † David Jonathan Turner
  Jake Andrew Van Curen

  Jared Michael Vogelsang
  John Paul Vorholt
  Jill Wagner
  Hannah B. Wallace
  Melissa Ann Ward
  Kevin Joseph Wisbith
 † Christine Nicole Wolking
  Benjamin Joseph Yellman
  Brian Earl Zinkan
 ††† Samantha Marie Zwick

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE
  Mohammed Abdulrahman
   Alamri
  Benjamin R. Baker
  Joseph Busher
  Boston Duane Coyle
  Alyssa Morgan Hafling
 *** Dustin Wayne Haley

  James N. Halley
 *** Brent Matthew Hensley
  Gregory Robert Kozel
  Katie Lockwood
  Kolston Allan Marshall
  Ryan Mills
  Maxwell M. Morgan
 *** Michele Nelson
  Michael Orth
 *** Hardik Pravin Patel
  Joshua David Rusche
  Jason E. Serra
  Jacob Brian Smith
 *** Jennifer L. Smith
  Brandon Michael Sullivan
  Xinhai Tian
  Taylor Tribble
  Jake Andrew Van Curen
  Brian Earl Zinkan

BETA GAMMA SIGMA
is the honor society for students enrolled in 
business schools accredited by AACSB, the 
International Association for Management 
Education

Garrett Blessing
Elizabeth Boyce
Rebekah Briner
Lawrence Budde
Kelly Burrows
Danielle Cirelli
Amy Dienger
Jarrell Dunson
Megan Frausto
Yu Guo
Jacob Heeb
Lyndsey Jenkins
Deanna Karam
Alisa Koster
Brad Lehman
Jesse Maggard
Rachel McKinney
Everett Nunlist
Toritsemotse Okorodudu
Hardik Patel
Denise Peaslee
Sherita Scott
Kristen Smitherman-Voltaire
Ashley Westcott
Joshua Whitehead
Justin Wietholter
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COLLEGE OF INFORMATICS
The following degrees will be awarded provided all requirements have been met. Honors symbols legend on page 23.

GRADUATE CANDIDATE DEGREES

UNDERGRADUATE CANDIDATE DEGREES

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
COMMUNICATION
 Alexandra Leigh Barrett
 Carlos Lamar Matthews
 Antoinette Renee Prude
 Kelsey Sphar
 Anne Marie Thompson
 Jarrod Pfeiffer Wesley

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN  
BUSINESS INFORMATICS
 David Brian Agee
 Eric Nicholas Curran
 Jarrell Ridley Dunson III
 Yu Guo
 Eric Brian Gyamfi
 Jesse Hockenbury
 James Charles Kiger IV
 Simon Miller

 Toritsemotse Prince Okorodudu
 Denise D. Peaslee
 Chad Daniel Verst
 Carley Zugelter Wells
 Ashley N. Westcott

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
COMPUTER INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY
 Anthony Carella
 Qiufan Chen
 Suhas Cherukuri
 Constantino Ocha‘a Edu Milam
 David Alexander Fitzer
 Christine Irene Goodwin
 Shiva Kumar Gullapalli
 Ryne M. Heck
 Viji Jagadeeswari
 Jason Richard Kelly

 Andrew Kroner
 Charvaka Mattaparthy
 Karthik Palakode Narayanan
 Yue Qiu
 Robert C. Schirmann
 Oren Tzvi Shmoel

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
COMPUTER SCIENCE
 Matthew Denis Beck
 Cory Bridewell
 Rasheed Elsaleh
 Joshua James Frost

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN  
HEALTH INFORMATICS
 Alka Dhawan
 Adam Michael Durst
 Allison Renee Heist

 Savanna Lane
 Joyce Nerry Ogban
 Sri Harsha Pinnamaneni
 Christopher Michael Spencer
 Kayla Larkyn Wood
 Kelsey Marie Zwergel

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE
 Gary Lynn Cunningham
 Arch Lee Heady V
 Emmanuel Ofori-Yentumi II
 Janet Lynn Pavia
 Anne Marie Thompson
 Greg  Vestring
 Carley Zugelter Wells
 Jarrod Pfeiffer Wesley

BACHELOR OF ARTS
  Vicky Avila Perez
  Thomas William Bailey
 †† Krischa Faye Barangan
  Lauren Dionne Barnett
  Megan Lynn Benitez
  Nicholas William Bond
  Nicholas Patrick Bowman
 ††† David Rune Broderick
  Emily Luigia Brooker
 † Alyssa Katherine Brossart
  David Aaron Campbell, Jr.
  Jonathan David Carlisle
  Whitney Kaoru Carter
  Taylor Khristyne Case
  Feriel Cheurfa
  Jordan Taylor Crandall
 † Chelsea Renee Devers
  Austin Phillip Elmore
  Amanda Nicole Emerson
 † Connor Austin Eslinger
  Carly Nicole Evans
 ††† Sonja Faul
  Sierra Lynn Gibson
  Lauren Ann Goderwis
  Jaynee Goines
  Ashley Elizabeth Gray
 † John Riley Groathouse
  Matt A. Harden
  Hannah I. Harding
  Curtis Allen Harmon
  Ryan Scott Hayes
  Nickolas Emory Higginson
 †† Dakota James Hill
  Jalen Aubrey Hudson

  Victoria Blair Hughes
 ††† Jamie Lee Johnston
  Chelsea Lamesha Jones
 †† Kathryn Renae Jones
  Alexandra Mae Keating
  Annmarie Kennedy
  Alexandra Paige King
  Courtney Taylor Kirkland
  Brandon Edward Koors
  Colin Kramer
  Angela Gabrielle Lallo
  Jakob Joseph LaSorella
 ††† Katherine Marie Ledermeier
  Ashley Nicole T. Lilly
 †† Jordan Bain Mefford
   Lindeman
 † Jennifer Lipps
  Maria N. Maddin
  Tyler A. Maggard
  Victor Vincent Marqua
  Billie McDaniel
  Shae Michael McKee
  Jacob Mark Mckinney
  Alex McKenzie Mell
  Benjamin Lawrence Melvin
 †† Elizabeth Ann Moeller
  Nicholas Carl Montag
  James Stanley Morelock
  Tara Kathleen Newton
 † Courtney Gail O‘Bryan
  Andrea Nicole Ogden
  Kierstyn Lynniece Oldham
  Landon Jeffery Osborne
 † Emily Rae Osterholz
  Ally Renee Pangallo

  Bradley Nicholas Parker
  Molly Kay Patrick
 † David William Paulin
 † Mary Rose Pendley
  Arthur Lee Piner
 ††† Bryan Austin Pitts
  Jaclyn Marie Porter
 ††† Kelly A. Russell
  Tyler Raymond Schuler
  Nicklaus Gregory Schultz
  Mackenzie Madison Mae See
  Emily Nicole Sherry
 †† Robert Slone
  Perpetual Smith
  Conor Spears
  Amber Kay Stallings
  Natalie Allyson Stroud
  Shane Hurl Sullivan
 †† Nathan Robert Tackett
  Kaitlyn Elizabeth Tangvik
  Jody Ann Thompson
  Dylan Michael Tierney
  Phuong-lan Ngoc Tran
 † Brianna Nicole Trapp
  Danielle Nicole Trent
  Joseph Wade Trentman III
  Paulina Rudie Ulizio
  Amisha Necole Wagstaff
  Molly Elaine Walz
  Rachel Michelle Warren Wilder
  Courtney J. Wilson
  Melanie Renee Wolfer
  Zachary Wilson Wolfzorn
  Pete Joseph Yerace III
 ¥††† Aubrey Marie Zettler

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
 † Khalid Mohammed Alanazi
  Raymond D. Alexander
 † Abdulrahman Nabeel Almane
  Faris Hamdan Alosimi
 † Fahad Ghazi Alotaibi
  Ibrahim Saeed Alshahrani
  Rayan Saleh Alshuayfani
  Colombiano Marcos
   Amoussougbo
  Christopher Thomas Austin
 † Nick R. Barker
  Brian Benjey
  Nicholas William Birkenhauer
 ††† Jonathan Andrew Briggs
 † Keith Allan Brodman
  Logan R. Brown
 ††† George Elbert Carter
  Brian Chanda Brian Chileshe
  Johnathon Gregory Cozzart
  Cody Joe Daniel
  Troy P. Dee
  Steven Anthony Estep
 † Douglas M. Feldkamp
 † Alexander Stephen Frost
 † Ethan Matthew Gallagher
 † Christopher Steven Garrett
 † Elizabeth Ashley Gauck
 ††† Michael George Georgilis
  Connor Gerome
  Derek Wayne Ginn
  Lynn Ray Graves
  Markus Green
  Dharmang Natwarlal
   Hansaliya
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UNDERGRADUATE CANDIDATE DEGREES CONTINUED

COLLEGE OF INFORMATICS HONOR SOCIETIES

UNIVERSITY HONORS SCHOLARS
University Honors Scholars complete 21 
credit hours of interdisciplinary seminars 
including an independent capstone project 
under the guidance of a faculty mentor

Krischa Faye Barangan 
Keegan Bryce Johnson
Katherine Marie Ledermeier
Aubrey Marie Zettler

LAMBDA PI ETA
is a national communication honor society of 
the National Communication Association

Alexandra Barrett
Megan Benitez
Megan Doyle
Ashley Gray
Kathryn Jones
Jordan Bain Lindeman
Joseph Lorenzen
Arthur Piner
Mackenzie See
Kaitlyn Tangvik
Molly Walz
Jarrod Wesley
Aubrey Zettler

STEM Ambassador
Brian Konzman

 †† Brian Dean Harding
  Avery Allen Henry
  Robert William Hochberg
  Jacob P. Holt
  Nichole Marie Holtman
  Michael Edward Huber
  Jacob Ray Huiet
  Kendon Scott Hulette
 † Christopher H. Hurlburt
 †† Jason Bradley Johnson
 †† Keegan Bryce Johnson
 †† Eric Michael Keller
  Daniel Wayne Kirtman II
 † Morgan Michelle Kolb
 †† Brian Edward Konzman
  Adam M. Kraft
  Jakob Joseph LaSorella

  Wayne Cory Leeke
 ††† James Lingrosso
  Matthew Michael Litzler
  Cory Nathan Livingston
  Michael Carey Lunnemann
 † Jacqueline Kelly Madden
  William Mccoy
  W. Trent McPheron
  Thomas Morgan
  Shawn Murray
  Stacy Lynn Nichols
  Branden Douglas Purnell
  Lucas Earl Raley
  Joshua Rider
  Esteban Roman
  Amanda Rose-Bradish Ross
 ††† Kelly A. Russell

  Ryan David Schalk
  Joshua Lee Schmitt
 † Andrew John Schneider
 † Nolan Patrick Shumaker
  Brandon Clint Shumate
 † Amanda Lynn Sias
  Anna Lee Smith
  Eric Wayne Spahr
 ††† Thomas Andrew Spencer
 ††† Howard Burgess Stine
  Matthew Charles Stulz
  Connor Steven Sullivan
  Thomas William Tibbetts
  Ian Daniel Tolin
 † Nicholas Paul Tope
  John T. Turner
  Kelly Lane Uhl

 † Steven L. Vanallen
 ††† Benjamin Evan Wallace
 † Matthew H. West
 ††† Joshua Lee Whitehead
  Brent Christopher Wong
  Yahya Yakubu
 † Kevin E. Zinke

UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATE
  Fahad Ghazi Alotaibi
  Keith Allan Brodman
  Steven Anthony Estep
  Brian Dean Harding
  Michael Carey Lunnemann
  Victor L. Vanover
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PROCESSIONAL MUSIC
NKU Philharmonic Orchestra
Amy Gillingham, director

ACADEMIC PROCESSIONAL
Matthew Zacate
President, NKU Faculty Senate
Grand Marshal

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Francis Scott Key

Kortney Mills
Hannah Shirkey
Calvin Horner
Tyler Smith
Students in the Department of Music

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS
Sue Ott Rowlands
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs

RECOGNITION OF FACULTY
Sue Ott Rowlands

ADDRESS
Holly Riffe
Professor of Social Work
Frank Sinton Milburn Outstanding Professor

INTRODUCTION OF STUDENT SPEAKER
Sue Ott Rowlands

Christina Durso
College of Education and Human Services

INVITATION - ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
Thomas C. Wiedemann ’90
Immediate Past President, NKU Alumni Board of Directors

CHARGE TO GRADUATES
Gerard A. St. Amand
Interim President, Northern Kentucky University

CONFERRING OF DEGREES
Gerard A. St. Amand

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR 
DEGREES IN THE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES
Cynthia J. Reed
Dean, College of Education and Human Services

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR
DEGREES IN THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
Diana McGill
Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

CLOSING REMARKS
Sue Ott Rowlands

ALMA MATER
Original lyrics and melody Charles Wiley
rev. Carolyn Hagner/harm. Kurt Sander

Kortney Mills
Hannah Shirkey
Calvin Horner
Tyler Smith
Students in the Department of Music

RECESSIONAL MUSIC
NKU Philharmonic Orchestra
Amy Gillingham, director

FORTY-FIFTH COMMENCEMENT ORDER OF EXERCISES

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
3:00 P.M.
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STUDENT SPEAKER 

Christina Durso is a graduate student 

receiving a Master of Arts in School 

Counseling from the College of 

Education and Human Services. 

Originally from Louisville, Kentucky, 

Christina has devoted her life to helping 

others. In 2014, she spent three 

months living in El Porvenir, Honduras, 

volunteering with Honduras Child 

Alliance. Christina taught English and 

worked with volunteers from around 

the globe to support the education and 

overall health of children in El Porvenir. 

Prior to pursuing her master’s degree, Christina received a Bachelor 

of Arts in Elementary Education from Georgetown College and taught 

first grade for three years in Kentucky. 

As a former recipient of the Women Leading Kentucky Scholarship 

and the Rachel M. Votruba Endowed School Counseling Scholarship 

at NKU, Christina has been recognized as a dedicated leader in 

the field of education and counseling. After graduation, she plans 

to become a school counselor and obtain her Rank 1 in School 

Counseling at NKU. Christina hopes to one day pursue a doctorate 

degree in leadership, where she can utilize her knowledge, 

experience and skills as a leader in the community. As an advocate 

for education and mental health, Christina would ultimately like to 

establish her own non-profit organization that addresses the social, 

emotional and academic needs of children around the world.

CHRISTINA DURSO
School Counseling

College of Education and
Human Services
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COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER AND
THE 2017 FRANK SINTON MILBURN OUTSTANDING PROFESSOR AWARD RECIPIENT

DR. HOLLY RIFFE
Professor of Social Work

stress. [This class] has been a wake-up call to 
what is happening around me. It provides 
a moment of ‘Things are much bigger than 
this,’ and ‘There are more important things.’ 
I feel that this class helps me not just with 
my bachelor’s degree—it helps me grow as a 
person.”
 
Similarly, her class on Compassion, Empathy, 
and Forgiveness in Social Justice sparks an 
audience of students to practice compassion 
and kindness daily while understanding that 
without that foundation, we, as a community, 
cannot move forward. A local church sermon 
used that class as a backdrop to understand 
how we can each integrate these concepts in 
our overlapping spiritual and secular lives.
 
Riffe’s drive to support those around her is 
evident by how she dedicates her time. From 
working with Somali refugees to engaging 
the community around the heroin epidemic, 
community leaders contact her to think through 
the issues, conduct research and explore policy 
alternatives. This is how Riffe perceives her 
role as a metropolitan and regional professor. 
Walking through a refugee camp holding the 
hand of a Zimbabwean child or eating dinner 
with a class of students at a Somali restaurant 
in Florence, Kentucky, she says: “This is the best 
work-life I can imagine. I may be the odd one, 
but I truly enjoy meeting folks and working 
on projects in our region. I like the problems 
that make me scratch my head and think about 
situations like our Boone County librarians, 
who figured out how to feed kids who hung out 
at the library while their parents worked.”

Dr. Holly Riffe joined the social work faculty 
at Northern Kentucky University in 2001. She 
sets the standard for intertwining teaching and 
research with real needs in our community 
and beyond. Riffe conducted research in 
South Africa to understand the intersection of 
belief systems and local HIV/AIDS prevention 
technologies. “If we could understand why 
people were not using prevention techniques, 
then we could target those specific beliefs 
and, in turn, save lives,” she says. Using 
those same rigorous research methods, she 
has conducted health research with the local 
Latino community, needs assessments with 
Somali refugees and evaluated risk factors for 
truancy in children. In each of these endeavors, 
Riffe integrates NKU students, faculty and 
community members in the research.
 
Riffe spearheaded the process for NKU’s 
first MSW program to successfully achieve 
accreditation from the national Council on 
Social Work Education. That MSW program now 
graduates approximately 70 students each year 
who provide clinical social work services in our 
region.
 
As a collaborative partner with students and 
other faculty from across campus, Riffe co-
designed an interdisciplinary minor in social 
justice, which draws students from a variety of 
programs across campus. Her Introduction to 
Social Justice course always exceeds capacity 
and receives high praise from students. One 
student commented, “During the hustle and 
bustle of my final year of nursing school, it is 
easy to get caught up in the assignments and 
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DOCTORAL CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES  
IN THE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION
LAURA L. CANTER
The Effect of a Positive Psychology Intervention for Teachers’ Professional 
Development
James Votruba, Ph.D. and Brandelyn Tosolt, Ph.D.

JESSICA N. COPE
Perceptions of Family and Consumer Science (FACS) Teachers in Kentucky
James Allen, Ed.D. and Paul Wirtz, Ph.D.

MAY LEE MOUA-VUE
International Student Engagement: Best Practices for Support and 
Integration
James Koschoreck, Ph.D. and Paul Wirtz, Ph.D.

STEVEN D. WILSON
The Military-Civilian Gap on the College Campus
Paul Wirtz, Ph.D. and James Koschoreck, Ph.D.

JENNIFER L. WITHROW
A Phenomenological Approach to Understanding Minority Student 
Engagement with the University through Service Learning Courses
Paul Wirtz, Ph.D. and Mark Wasicsko, Ph.D.
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COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES
The following degrees will be awarded provided all requirements have been met. Honors symbols legend on page 23.

GRADUATE CANDIDATE DEGREES

UNDERGRADUATE CANDIDATE DEGREES

EDUCATION SPECIALIST
 Jordon Randal Floyd
 Jennifer Gannon Forseth
 Robert John Limardi
 Rachel Dawn Bates Mefford
 Elizabeth Anne Pawsat
 Terry Wayne Pelfrey, Jr.
 Courtney DeVaur Sorrell
 Kathleen Nicole Stewart
 Tyler Teke
 Jessica Wedekind

MASTER OF ARTS IN EDUCATION
 Mary Patricia Bachman
 Gina Marie Benham

 Maddianina Alicia Chiarelli
 Elizabeth Anne Collins
 Leslie Anna Dillon
 Catherine Hils
 Justin Michael Holthaus
 Krista Nicole Koehler
 Erin Marie Maley
 Michael Timothy Martin
 Helen Aileen Matthews
 Nicole Christine Maupin
 Molly Ann Murphy
 John Wesley Newsome
 Kari Michelle Sams
 Katelyn Tyre
 Megan Wegford

MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING
 Micah Montecalvo
 Mark Joseph Stephens

MASTER OF ARTS IN SCHOOL 
COUNSELING
 Kayla Jean Bagshaw
 Christina Marie Durso
 Jenna Elizabeth Williams

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN CLINICAL 
MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELING
 Jillian Claire Malone
 Patricia Lynn McConnell-Stephen
 Charlene Brown McDonald

 Stacy Michelle Meyers
 Kristen Erin Oldiges
 Ross Paul Sharp
 Christina Shrader
 Renee Corinne Skedel
 Danielle Kathleen Strothman

BACHELOR OF ARTS
 † Danielle Elizabeth Barnett
  Kaitlin Elyse Blackburn
 †† Mary Kathleen Bose
  Alyssa Rae Cousineau Brown
 †† Rachel S. Burkhardt
 ††† Barbara Carrasquel
  Cheyenne Rose Cochran
 † Kiley LaRue Collins
  Margaret Ann Collins
 †† Emily Ann Dillow
  Danielle Nicole Eldridge
  Rachael Elizabeth Galati
  Jessica Jamie Gourley
  Victoria Kristine Hensley
 †† Amberlie Renae Hoersting
 †† Sabrina Nicole Hogle
  Tess Nicole Jenike
  Jeannette Lucy Phyllis
   Jinkinson
 ††† Megan Elizabeth Kelly
  Melissa Ann King
 † Christopher Brandon
   Knapmeyer
 † Courtney Brooke Knox
 † Megan Kristine Louis
  Justin Thomas McKnight
 † Brooke Michael Merrell
 † Rachael Amanda Messmer
  Madison Lorraine Mitchell
 ††† Abigail Elizabeth Moore
  Amber Michelle Moore
  Nicole Anne Morris
 †† Stephanie Kristen Mote
  Lyndsey Taylor Pierce
 †† Jessica Lauren Puckett
 ††† Emma Marie Rich

  Taylor Michelle Robinson
  Sara Savitz
  Jared Alan Shields
 ††† Alexandra Renae Shinkle
  Leighann Elizabeth Slagle
  Rebekah Elizabeth Spence
 † Shirley Ann Stricker
  Erica Lee Thelen
 † Andrea Marie Tracy
 ¥†† Molly Elizabeth Turner
  Corina Marie Wallace
 † Shelbi Raeann Wells
  Madison Paige Williams
 † Ethan Alden Wisecup
 †† Elizabeth Nicole Wolking
 † Gunnar Craig Woodyard
 † Katelyn Charlene Writesel

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
  John Alexander Backscheider
 † Timothy Michael Beagle
  Miguel Angel Betancourt 
   Gonzalez
  Clarke Christian Blackburn
 ††† Jared Allen Blank
 † Elizabeth Ann Clements
  Jillian K. Frakes
  Stephanie Lynn Frederick
  Samantha Suzanne Grothaus
  Jessica Michelle Helmer
  Darius Montel Hilson
  Michelle Lynn Johnson
  Timothy Joseph Kemme
  Sarah Elizabeth Landry
  Tya Nicole Maine
 † Ezzie Nikita Nelson
  Lauren Michelle Norber

  Haley Phyllis Jean Osborne
  Catherine Alanea 
   Prather-Dixon
 † Kyle Wayne Rahschulte
 † Holly Ann Rosenberger
  Juan Diego Sanchez
  Sarah Bethany Schlueter
  Emily Jean Schweiss
 †† Cayla Marie Wolfangel
 † Catherine Elizabeth Zembrodt
 †† Heidi Marie Zwick

BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK
 ††† Keli Kristina Alexander
  Catherine Maria Ball
  Madison Elizabeth Ballard
  Timothy Carl Bishop
 ††† Sarah Lillian Cavanagh
 ††† Shannon Clifton
 † Britney Nicole Connelly
 ††† Alyscia Leah Ariel Davis
 † Bethany Katherine Delaney
  Luke Thomas Dermody
 † Danielle P. Elmore
 ††† Charnae L. Englemon
 †† Katherine McKay Farrar
 ††† Gabriela Noreen Ferguson
 † Evan Shay Gideon
 † Curtis Ryan Griffith
 †† Kelly T. Gross
 ††† Julie Marie Grupy
 ††† Adam Stevenson Harrison
  Clare Therese Hotard
  Elisa Francesca Iemmola
 ††† Kaylee Michelle Jackson
 † Emily Rae Klaine
 † Noelle Alexandra Lameier

  Makenna Fay Landers
  Clare Maria Lees
 ††† Brandy Marie Lovensheimer
 † Madelyn Joan Luptowski
 †† Kaitlyn Dana Lutz
  Bianca Kay Mahan
  Shana N. Malone
 †† Shellie Renee Massey
 ††† Allisyn D. McKeehan
  Marissa Ann McPhillips
 † Makda Tesfaye Mehari
 ††† Karissa Mueller
  Alexis M. Muse
 ††† Karen L. Perkins
 †† Michael Wayne Phillips
  Rachel Renay Ramsey
  Hailey Marie Riegler
 †† Tonya E. Rose
  Lauren Mickaela Runyon
  Emmy Lee Sergent
 † Haley Alexandra Stowers
 † Ashley Nicole Terrell
 † Gabriel Andrew Trollinger
 † Teresa Marie Truesdell
  Emily Elizabeth Watts
 ††† Olivia Joyce Winings
  Ashley Michelle Wuerth
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COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
AND HUMAN SERVICES 
HONOR SOCIETIES

University Honors Scholars
University Honors Scholars complete 21 
credit hours of interdisciplinary seminars 
including an independent capstone project 
under the guidance of a faculty mentor

Kaylee Michelle Jackson

Chi Sigma Iota
International Honor Society of Professional 
Counseling

Christina Durso 
Stacey Meyers 
Christina Shrader
Danielle Strothman
Kristen Turner

Phi Alpha
National Social Work Honor Society

Keli Alexander 
Catherine Ball
Madison Ballard
Timothy Bishop
Ashley Brown 
Sarah Cavanagh
Shannon Clifton
Britney Connelly
April DeFalco 
Bethany Delaney
Danielle Elmore
Charnae Englemon
Gabrielle Ferguson
Donna Fryman 
Curtis Griffith
Julie Grupy
Adam Harrison
Makenna Landers 
Brandy Lovenshimer
Madelyn Luptowski
Kaitlyn Lutz
Shana Malone
Shellie Massey
Allisyn McKeehan
Marissa McPhillips 
Makda Mehari
Michael Phillips 
Hailey Riegler 
Tonya Rose 
Lauren Runyon 
Emmy Sergent 
Ashley Terrell 
Gabriel Trollinger
Teresa Trusdell
Olivia Winings
Ashley Wuerth 
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COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
The following degrees will be awarded provided all requirements have been met. Honors symbols legend on 23.

GRADUATE CANDIDATE DEGREES

UNDERGRADUATE CANDIDATE DEGREES

MASTER OF ARTS IN ENGLISH
 Lori Ann Knapp-Lindsay
 Julie A. Moses
 Charles T. Stewart III
 Sherry Amott Tippey
 Thomas A. Trevor
 Elizabeth Clatterbuck Barrott Wolf

MASTER OF ARTS IN  
INTEGRATIVE STUDIES
 Alexandrea P. Barber
 Margaret Colleen Baumann
 Marley Vonne Niambi Bush
 Rachel Adams Severs
 Nicole Lynn Tanghe

MASTER OF ARTS IN  
PUBLIC HISTORY
 Cori Lynn Flatt
 Roger Alan Giblin
 David Alexei Lantz
 Thomas J E Meyer
 Christopher John Miller
 Stephen G. Moon
 Jeremy Damian Shea
 Seth Cleveland Thompson
 Stephen Michael Young

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION
 Jeffrey Preston Baker
 Madison James Carter

 Fitzgerald Chibamu
 Susan Kay Croutwater
 Amanda Jean Donelan
 Amy Marie Humphrey
 Bradley Kurt Johnson
 Christopher Michel Robinson

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
INDUSTRIAL-ORGANIZATIONAL 
PSYCHOLOGY
 Amanda Vera Armour
 Brian James Bodziony
 Quincey Ann Caldwell
 Takudzwa Bedson Chikwati
 Corrion Kenod Cooper
 Caitlin Rene‘ Gillespie

 Cynthia Joy Glover
 Virendra Singh Nirwan
 Kristin T. Wilson

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE
 Amanda Vera Armour
 Margaret Colleen Baumann
 Laura L. Canter
 Fitzgerald Chibamu
 Keram James Christensen
 Amanda Jean Donelan
 Tyler Duncan Gabbard
 Lori Ann Knapp-Lindsay
 David L. Macmillan
 Charles T. Stewart III
 Elizabeth Clatterbuck Barrott Wolf

BACHELOR OF ARTS
  Alexis Abanto
  Sara Vivian Abrams
 †† Brandon Conner Adams
  Afshan H. Ahmad
  Elliott Chase Anderson
  Trevor Thomas Armstrong
  Whitney Erin Ash
  Mary Atha
  Mehwish Ikram Baker
  William Lavaniel Baker
  Daniel Benjamin Barrows
  Christina Bauer
  Jeffrey Wayne Bay, Jr.
  Alexander Beardmore
  Megan Ann Bedel
  Kassandra Anne Bendekovich
  Julius Taylor Scott Bergfeld
  Kyle Aaron Bickel
  Justin Tyler Biggs
 † Cammy Louann Bihl
  Emily Black
  Bradley Scott Blankenship
  Ian Anthony Bley
  Rachel Flannery Bollinger
  Sadie Elizabeth Borchers
 †† Christopher Brewer
 ††† Jennifer Brewer
  Catherine L. Brock
 † Addison Wells Brown
  Sierra Nicole Brown
 † Sarah Lynn Brownfield
  Jillian Nicole Buntin
  Cydnee Simone Burch
  Kaylie Nicole Burton
 ††† Madison Mae Marie Burton
  Brooklyn Da‘Nece Butler

  Kimberly Cain
  Dustin Michael Campbell
  Holly Lynn Campbell
  Tanner Scott Campbell
  April Lynn Carlisle
  Thomas J. Carnes
 ††† Barbara Carrasquel
  Jordan Taylor Chard
  Avery Lee Clark
 ¥††† Linda S. Classen
  Elizabeth Ann Clegg
 ††† Linda Connell
 † Cheyenne Taylor Cooley
  Veronika Elizabeth 
   Ziesemer-Crawford
 † Emilee Logan Crowdus
  Heather F. Daugherty
  Lucinda Faye Davidson
  Hannah Ruth Davis
 †† Irvin Davis
 †† Samantha J. Davis
  Andrew Michael Denlinger
  Aaron W. Deutsch
  Whitney Lynn Dolph
  Angela Marie Drysdale
 †† Chad Huggins Dunbar
  Brady Michael Kelly Dunn
 † Morgan Leighanne Durrett
  Lachezar Vasilev Dzhorgov
  Chelsea Pasquire Eckert
  Evan Anthony Egan
  Bianca Latrice Elliott
  Kristen Renee Elliott
  Alexis Jordan Engle
  DeAnna Lee Erdmann
  Leonard Leon Evans
 ††† Sarah Marie Evans

  Douglas L. Falvey
  Aaryn James Faulkner
 ††† Melissa Haller Feigl
 †† Ashley Marie Felthaus
  Clara Margaret Fightmaster
  Brittany Ann Flack
  Sarah Kathleen Flaherty
  Erin Elizabeth Foltz
  Tionne Shanise Forrest
  Sayre Pearl Frederick
  Jeremy N. Gatens
 † Elizabeth Ashley Gauck
  Brandi Renee Geisler
  Cordel George, Jr.
  Lucas William Gerhardt
  Morgan Taylor Gilvin
  Jacob Lee Goetz
  Heather Goodwin
  Emily Ann Gomez
 † Heather Nicole Goss
 † Liesl Marie Grause
  Katrell Gray
  Alyssa Mae Green
 †† Tessa Romana Cynthia Maria
    Grefkens
  Gregory Alan Griffin
 † Suad Hajdarovic
  Karissa Maye Hamblen
  Adam Michael Hambrick
  Lauren Elizabeth Hancock
 † Davis Bradley Hanna
  Emily R. Hedger
  Lindsey Hansford Hedrick
  Cassandra Sue Helton
  Katherine Ann Henning
  Kelsey Ann Hensley
  Andrew Himes

 † Leshai Lynn Hinderer
  Ashley Renee Holmes
  Jessica E. Holmes
  Amy M. Horn
 †† Calvin Daniel Horner
  Holly DeAnn Howard
  Kathryn Leigh Hunzicker
  Jeremy Hurm
  Virginia Grace Imhof
  Barbara Jean Jackson
 † Daniel C. James
  Thomas James Jennings
  Pamela Ann Johnson
 ††† Ryan Christopher Johnson
  Sara M. Johnson
  Carley Catherine Jones
  Anthony Jacob Kessen
  Jasmine Neche‘ Khai
  Joy Danielle Kleisinger
  Robert Louis Knueven
  Samantha Jo Kraus
  Eleanor Lee Kremer
  Matthew Daniel Kunkel
 †† Tiffany Mala Lakhwani
  Megan Danielle Lang
  Daniela Nicoleta Larison
  Erin Longworth Lawson
  Karin Lawson
  Melissa L. Lawson
  Tyler Layman
 † Jessica Nicole Lee
  Michael Paul Loftus
 † Adam E. Lord
  Kenneth Earl Lovelace
 † Sean Michael Lucier
  Keely Amanda Lyons
 † Alexis Skye Mains
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UNDERGRADUATE CANDIDATE DEGREES CONTINUED

  Timothy Lee Mains
  Mollie Paige Malone
  Cyril W. Martin III
  Leslie Ann Mason
  Kelsey Ann McCain
  Samantha Jo McCarthy
  Thomas Jay McCarty
  Amanda Frances McFarland
 ††† Blythe Cassida McGregor
  Sara Anne McLaughlin
  Samantha Sue McNew
 ††† Clare Louise Mearns
  Logan Matthew Meyer
 † Jennifer Joan Mitchell
 ††† Monica A. Molestina
  Megan Nicole Molique
  Hannah Mae Moore
 † Holly Poynter Morales
  Dean Austin Morgan
 † Jamie Lee Morgan
  Hannah Caitlin Mount
 † Nicholas Lee Mustakangas
  Jeffry Michael Nagy
 ††† Alisha Brianne Nelson
  Katelyn Michele Nelson
  Jason Austin Neubauer
  Jessica L. Nienaber
  Robert Alex Norwood
 † Deborah Oberschlake
  Nicholas David O‘Brien
  Ryan Robert O‘Neil
  Caitlin Marie Osterhoudt
 ††† Sarah Jane Owen
  Matthew James Owens
  Denisse Gabrielle Pardo Rojas
  Jordan Gregory Parker
  Khyla Le Anne Parsons
  Joseph Lee Pate
  Kathy Renae Patterson
  Mitchell Patterson
 † Nicholas Paul Pflum
 †† Cameron Brendan Powell
  Lindsay Sue Powell
 † Elizabeth Anne Puck
  Kierra Dawn Rademacher
  Kathleen Nicole Rankle
  Chelsey Lauren Reusch
  Michelle Reynolds-Madden
  Mindi Louise Reynolds
  Devonte Ricketts
  David William Riddle
  Chelsea Elizabeth Riesenbeck
  David Nicholas Rigel
 †† Jessica Lynn Ring
  Preston Wade Roberson
 † Courtney Renee Roberts
  Jordan Xavier Roberts
  Arin Robinson
  Cole Rowland
  Forest Russman
  Kayla H. Sanders

  Nicholas Paul Sargent
 †† Rebecca Arbella Sawyer
 ††† Amanda Sawyers
  Megan Patricia Saylor
 † Nathan Christian Saylor
  Brandon Alan Schmidt
  Kaitlyn Nicole Schultz
  Richard Charles Seal
 † Jeffrey James Sears
  Curtisa Tyrema Settle
  Matthew Jordan Sharp
  Hannah Jo Olivia Shepherd
  Rebecca I. Sherman
  William Raymond 
   Shewalter, Jr.
  Kenneth E. Shields
 † Carah M. Shirley
  Montrel Jamar Simmons
  Amber Marie Simpson
 † Kati Ann Sinclair
  Chelsea Taleice Smith
 † Eric Matthew Snyder
  Michael Jesse Spaulding
  Matt Spencer
  Ryan Charles Sprague
  Nathan Wade Stahl
  Michael John Stegner
  Erika Blaine Stein
  Tyler Douglas Stoeckel
  Alexis Bree Sturgill
  Marina Aleksandrovna
   Subbotina
  Lauren Elizabeth Teegarden
  Meleia Rene Teegarden
  Shelby Tekulve
  Tiera Aliyah Thomas
 † Samuel Thompson
  David L. Thompson-Frost
  William Rodrigues Torres
  Mitchell Stuart Treier
  Kimberly Tunnacliffe
  Jessica Dannielle Ulrich
  Lauren Nicole Unkraut
  Rebecca Ann Vanderwaal
 †† Katlyn Ruth Varner
  Elsy Maria Verdugo
  Stephanie Kristina Vohland
  Kimberly Ann Von Hoene
  Tony Diaz Wanick
  Shenell Yvette Washington
  Carly Brianne Weaver
  DeWayne Webb
  Matthew Dennis Wetherill
  Gerald Lynn White, Jr.
  Matthew Allen White
  Ne‘Tarra Kristina White
  Meagana Aneesha Wilkins
  Roslyn Blake Will
  Chelsea Rae Williams
  Stephen Wood
  Victoria Eileen Woods

  Zachary D. Worrall
  Joseph C. Wynn
  Joseph Neal Yaden
  C. Tyler Young
 ††† Phaedra Cerise Carlisle Young
  Elizabeth Nicole Zeinner
  Christa Elizabeth Zielke

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS
  Alyssa Jean Bishop
 † Scott Nicholas Dierna
 ††† Megan R. Doebrich
  Shane Joseph Doyle
  Darold Earl Flynn
  Rhonisha Gentry
  Ja‘von Marquise Hawkins
  Landon Erick Horton
  Sarah Nicole Howard
 †† Elizabeth Ann Moeller
 †† Liam Christian O‘Connell
  Trey Steven Paris
  Douglas Michael Patterson
 † Elizabeth Rose Schmidt
 † Allison Lenore Schwartz
  Sarah Jeaneen Sears
  Jasmine Renee Smith
  Nicholas Dean Smith
  Valencia Charnelle Stallings
 † Carly Joy Strohmaier
 † Catherine Elizabeth Stuard
  Charissa Leigh Swinford
 ††† Emily Michele Ulrich
 †† Samantha Jo Weyer

BACHELOR OF MUSIC
  Patrick Christopher Bolender
  Nicholas James Hach
  Eric Matthew Snyder
  Clayton D. Woosley

BACHELOR OF MUSIC EDUCATION
  Sydney Quinn Allen
  Brittany Nicole Camden
  Jessica Louise Schummer
 ¥ Hannah Jo Shirkey
  Eden Lee Smock

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
  Hamed Mohammed Abdurzaq
  Marwan Alduhailan
  Faisal Mahmoud Alhumedan
 † Sulaiman Abdullah S. 
   Aljammaz
  Hadi Allameh
  Muaath Saed Alnazal
  Mushri Abdullah Alqahtani, Sr.
  Abdulrazaq Mohammed 
   Alreshaidan
  Mohammed Salem Alruwaili
  Turky Dahash S. Alsubaii
  Dylan Gregory Arnett

  Logan Tucker Batson
  Danielle Bering
  Kaitlyn Bowen
  Benjamin Ray Braden
  Kelsey Briedis
 †† Nicholas Christian Brinkman
  Nathan Christopher Brown
 † Lindsey Nicole Cann
  Silverio Correa Cardozo Neto
 † Andrea Nicole Carter
 †† Casey Jean Carter
  Abigail Marie Clark
 ††† Natalie Angelika Conner
  William Robert Corwin
  Curtis Crabtree
  Leah Creech
  Yasser Ibrahim Dahleh
  Randall E. Daugherty
  Mallory Melaine Davis
  Travis Andrew Derthick
  Pamela Nichole Dickson
  Maria Dongo
  Jacob William Dunn
 † Katelyn Ann Dunn
 † Natalya E. Erp
  Frank Carlos Espinoza
  Kendyl-Jo Marie Ferola
  Makayla Lee Fite
  Chaz Mancel Fort
 ††† Megan Marie Fry
  Matthew Ryan Gade
  Katlyn Margaret Garnett
  Kristen Habeeba Ghouse
 † Raymond Marshall Giles
  Beau Christopher Gott
  Matthew Daniel Graven
  James Louis Groeschen
  Theresa Marie Hajjar
  Erica M. Hancock
  Shelby Reneee Hansen
 † Joseph William Hastings
  Matthew Paul Heister
 † Keegan Flynn Hodge
 †† Kellyn Marie Hoffert
  Deanna Ebony Isham
 †† Margaret Grace Keller
  Randall Emanuel Kirkland
  Cornelius J. Kish
  Louis R. Kurnick
  Megan Danielle Lang
 †† Rachel Elise LeDuc
  Allison Haley Lincoln
  Timothy Dillon Lippert
 † Luis Eduardo Loza Cortes
  Mason Lykins
  Justen Mamaril
  Julie Martha
  Jesse Mizraim Maya
 † Rachael Katherine McCabe
  Natasha Dawn Meadows
  Molly Elizabeth Measner
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UNDERGRADUATE CANDIDATE DEGREES CONTINUED

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES HONOR SOCIETIES

UNIVERSITY HONORS SCHOLARS
University Honors Scholars complete 21 
credit hours of interdisciplinary seminars 
including an independent capstone project 
under the guidance of a faculty mentor.
Cammy Louann Bihl 
Kristen Habeeba Ghouse
Clare Louise Mearns
Alisha Brianne Nelson
Ethan William Puckett
Emily Michele Ulrich

ALPHA PSI OMEGA 
National Theatre Honor Society
Alisha Nelson

BETA BETA BETA
Honor Society for Biological Sciences
Maria Dongo 
Katelyn Dunn
Kellyn Hoffert
Megan Lang

PHI ALPHA THETA
Honor Society for History
Cordel George 
Heather Goss
Kati Sinclair
Tyler Stoeckel
Stephen Young

PHI SIGMA IOTA
Honor Society for Foreign Languages
Sarah Owen

PI MU EPSILON
National Mathematics Honorary Society
Casey Carter 
Keegan Hodge
Madison Paoli

PSI CHI
International Honor Society in Psychology
April Carlisle 
Linda Connell

Megan Fry
Margaret Keller
Daniela Larison

SIGMA TAU DELTA
International English Honor Society
Cheyenne Cooley 
Thomas Trevor
Hannah Shepherd

XI OMEGA
Political Science Honor Society
Keri Richardson
Deanna Williams

  Tonia Ann Meiller
  Christopher C. Miller
  Spyncer Jo Mones
  Jay Bird Morgan
  James Michael Nymberg
  Madison Brooke Paoli
 †† Parth Patel
  Joshua David Pierce
  Nick Pilcher
 †† Ethan William Puckett
  Nichole Lee Rachford
  Jacob Andrew Reidel
  Ryan Thomas Rinn
  Jesus Riera Sanchez
 † Djibril Sall
  Dustin Jon Salm

  Kyler Wade Sapp
  Geoffrey Lee Saylor
 † Caleb Schneider
  Lindsey Alexis Smith
  Anna Elizabeth Snowball
  Cameron Jacob Springelmeyer
  Kara Megan Starnes
  Emily Nicole Stovall
 † Kelli Anne Stratman
  Wesley James Thacker
  Kelcie Brooke Thomson
  Evan Joseph Valentine
  Zachary Tyler Vasseur
  Scott Andrew Vennemann
  Justin Leenawatt Vongdara
  Emily Grace Wagner

  Christopher Daniel Waldon
 † Jennifer Alissa Wardlow
 † John Christopher Wells
  Chloe Catherine Wood
  Jaleesa Mona` Worrell-Ross

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS
  Nicholas Abell
  James Robert Armstrong
  Clayton Luther Ashcraft
  Lakota Chante‘ Burge
  Corinne Cullen Cooper
  Noah Remington Gestiehr
  Logan Brent Gisler
  Michael Isaiah Gross
  Paulette Harris

  Bridget Ann Kelley
  Lisa Marie Kuhn
  Branden Lindsey
  Erin Rose Myers
  Vicky Parks
  Jennifer Lynn Stamper
  Sammantha Jo Waller

UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATE
  Muaath Saed Alnazal
  Mushri Abdullah Alqahtani, Sr.
  Mohammed Salem Alruwaili
  Luis Eduardo Loza Cortes
  Dustin Jon Salm
  Laura Marie Scroggins
  Jennifer Alissa Wardlow
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SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
GRADUATE

BASEBALL SCHOLARSHIP
Arch Heady

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM 
STUDY ABROAD 
SCHOLARSHIP
Renee Meister

CCSA NKU SCHOLARSHIP
Alexandrea Barber
Renee Meister

GRADUATE ASSISTANTSHIP
Amanda Armour
Megan Frausto
Viji Jagadeeswari
Toritsemotse Okorodudu
Constantino Edu Milam
Julie Moses
Jeremy Shea
Kelsey Sphar
Anne Thompson

HAILE/US BANK COLLEGE 
OF BUSINESS GRADUATE 
SCHOLARSHIP
Danielle Cirelli
Bethany Doverspike
Jennifer Hart
Timothy Iljardt
Deanna Karam
Justin Mason
Michael O’Brien

INTERNATIONAL ACHIEVER’S 
SCHOLARSHIP
Qiufan Chen
Shiva Kumar Gullapalli
Cjarvaka Mattaparthy
Yue Qiu
Toritsemotse Okorodudu

INTERNATIONAL MERIT 
SCHOLARSHIP
Qiufan Chen
Takudzwa Chikwati
Constantino Edu Milam
Yo Guo
Virendra Nirwan
Yue Qiu
Sri Pinnamaneni

INTERNATIONAL GRADUATE 
SCHOLARSHIP
Qiufan Chen
Takudzwa Chikwati
Constantino Edu Milam
Yo Guo
Virendra Nirwan
Yue Qiu

INTERNATIONAL STUDY 
SCHOLARSHIP
Alexandrea Barber
Renee Meister

JOHN COURT MBA 
SCHOLARSHIP
Timothy Ilhardt

MASTER OF ACCOUNTANCY 
SCHOLARSHIP
Justin Mason

NICHOLAS AND ELIZABETH 
MELNICK EDUCATION 
LEADERSHIP ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIP
Jennifer Forseth
Rachel Mefford

RACHEL M. VOTRUBA 
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP IN 
SCHOOL COUNSELING
Christina Durso

UNDERGRADUATE

ACHIEVER’S SCHOLARSHIP
Alison Baker
Emily Barth
Henry Bezold
Kyle Bickel
Lauren Chesser
Curtis Crabtree 
Emilee Crowdus
Thuy Dinh
Megan Doebrich
Shane Doyle
Katelyn Dunn
Lachezar Dzhorgov
Erica Enzweiler
Aaryn Faulkner
Darold Flynn
Sayre Frederick
Brandi Geisler
Evan Gideon
Jessica Gourley
Dalton Griffin
Theresa Hajjar
Erica Hancock
Matthew Heister
Jessica Helmer
Allison Hershner
Keaton Holbrook
Kierra Hughes
Mariah Johnson
Brian Kaiser
Margaret Keller
Colin Kramer
Angela Lallo
Megan Lang
Desiree Laurich
Katherine Ledermeier
Clare Lees

Jordan Lindeman
Mason Lykins
Alexis Mains
Timothy Mains
Leslie Mason
Blythe McGregor
Natasha Meadows
Alex Mell
Logan Meyer
Megan Moliquw
Spyncer Mones
James Morelock
Cameron Powell
Nichole Rachford
Korinne Rolf
Sara Savitz
Geoffrey Saylor
Caleb Schneider
Kaitlyn Schultz
Jessica Schummer
Richard Seal
Carah Shirley
Nolan Shumaker
Kati Sinclair
Jaime Smith
Lindsey Smith
Anna Snowball
Andrea Stein
Howard Stine
Kelli Stratman
Lauren Teegarden
Ashley Terrell
Kelcie Thomson
Erik Tomczewski
Joseph Trentman
Molly Turner
Kelly Uhl
Justin Vongdara
Jill Wagner
Jennifer Wardlow
Emily Watts
Melanie Wolfer
Clayton Woosley
Ashley Wuerth

A.D. ALBRIGHT HONORS 
SCHOLARSHIP
Barbara Carrasquel

BASEBALL SCHOLARSHIP
Jarrett Casey
DeWayne Webb

MERABAH BASS EDUCATION 
SCHOLARSHIP
Barbara Carrasquel

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM 
STUDY ABROAD 
SCHOLARSHIP
Tia Parks
Korinne Rolf

LEON BOOTHE STUDY 
ABROAD SCHOLARSHIP
Patrick Bolender
Jamie Johnston

BURKARDT BROTHERS 
SCHOLARSHIP
Keegan Hodge

JONATHAN BUSHEE 
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP
Logan Batson

BUTLER GATEWAY 2 NKU 
SCHOLARSHIP
Donavon Benitez

BUTLER SCHOLARSHIP
Erica Enzweiler

CCSA NKU SCHOLARSHIP
Alyssa Brown
Veronika Crawford
Theresa Hajjar
Jillian Hoover
Thomas Morgan
Hannah Mount
Erin Myers
Cameron Powell
Korinne Rolf
Elizabeth Schmidt

CHEERLEADING 
SCHOLARSHIP
Megan Applegate
Carly Schorr
Alexis Sturgill

CINSAM SCHOLARSHIP
Kaitlyn Bowen
Logan Brown
Brian Chileshe
Jordan Crandall
Maria Dongo
Markus Green
Courtney Knox
Morgan Kolb
Tonia Meiller
Elsy Verdugo
Emily Wagner
John Wells
Zachary Wolfzorn

COMMONWEALTH 
EXCELLENCE SCHOLARSHIP
Nicholas Brinkman
Kelsey Brown
Cheyenne Cooley
Scott Dierna
Jacob Dunn
Katherine Farrar
Erin Foltz 
Emily Greis
Ryan Hayes
Emily Klaine

Matthew Owens
Keegan Johnson
Cornelius Kish
Tyler Maggard
Kolston Marshall
Rachael McCabe
Madison Paoli
Matthew Sharp
Hannah Shepherd
John Wells
Elizabeth Wolking

CORBETT SCHOLAR
Lauren Hancock

ETTA COWAN FAMILY 
SCHOLARSHIP
Cornelius Kish

KAY CRIST ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIP IN NURSING
Emily Greis

DATA SCIENCE 
SCHOLARSHIP
Christopher Garrett

DEAN’S SCHOLARSHIP
Natalie Conner
Megan Kelly
Stephanie Mote
Hardik Patel
Rupali Sapra
Sarah Schlueter
Samuel Thompson
Elizabeth Wolking
Aubrey Zettler

DISTINGUISHED 
SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORTED 
BY GIFTS FROM ALICE 
SPARKS, RON AND SHERRIE 
NOEL, WILLIAM AND BETTY 
VERST AND HUNTINGTON 
BANK
Emma Burns
Kellyn Hoffert
Calvin Horner
Clare Mearns 
Ethan Puckett
Alexandria Salyers
Eric Snyder
Emily Ulrich

JANE M. DOTSON 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Jillian Frankes

EDUCATIONAL DIVERSITY 
SCHOLARSHIP
Elizabeth Akinade
Krischa Barangan
Logan Brown
Lindsey Cann
Casey Carter
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SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS CONTINUED

Maria Dongo
Mohamed Elkholti
Rachel Fabre
Kendyl-Jo Ferola
Kristen Ghouse
Deanna Isham
Tiffany Lakhwani
Tya Maine
Stephanie McMillan
Monica Molestina
Hannah Moore
Gloria Oesting
Devonte Ricketts
Chelsea Smith
Jasmine Smith
Joseph Smith
Ne’Tarra White

EVA G. FARRIS INFORMATICS 
SCHOLARSHIP
Elizabeth Gauck
Kelly Russell
Aubrey Zettler

EVA G. FARRIS BUSINESS 
SCHOLARSHIP
Hanna Allen
Leonard Evans
Alyssa Hafling
Desiree Laurich
Rui Mao
Rupali Sapra
Joseph Smith

FIFTH THIRD BANK 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
SCHOLARSHIP
Henry Bezold

FINE ARTS SCHOLARSHIP
Sydney Allen
Megan Benitez
Patrick Bolender
Brittany Camden
Megan Doebrich
Nicholas Hach
Calvin Horner
Loni Houston
Jasmine Smith
Carly Strohmaier
Jessica Schummer 
Hannah Shirkey
Anna Smith
Eric Snyder
Matt Spencer 
Clayton Woosley

ED & BETTY FOSTER HISTORY 
SCHOLARSHIP
Chad Dunbar

FRIENDS OF FINE ARTS 
SCHOLARSHIP
Valencia Stallings
Carly Strohmaier

FRIENDS OF STEELY LIBRARY 
SCHOLARSHIP
Elizabeth Gauck

GATEWAY 2 NKU 
SCHOLARSHIP
Keli Alexander
Donavon Benitez
Shannon Clifton
Charnae Englemon
Jillian Frakes
Derek Ginn
Kelly Gross
Julie Grupy
Adam Harrison
Brandy Lovensheimer 
Dhellie Massey
Allisyn McKeehan 
Amber Moore
Karen Perkins
Michael Phillips
Tonya Rose
Emmy Sergent 
Haley Stowers
Shenell Washington

MILACRON GEIER 
SCHOLARSHIP
Hadi Allameh
Silverio Cardozo Neto

WILLIAM H. GREAVES 
SCHOLARSHIP
Keegan Johnson
Carly Strohmaier

THELMA LOUISE GREIN 
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP
Nick O’Brien 
Shenell Washington

HAILE/US BANK COLLEGE OF 
BUSINESS SCHOLARSHIP
Kenneth Angel 
Daniel Fugett
Alyssa Hafling
Rupali Sapra

JEFFREY HARDIN 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Nichole Rachford 

ELSA M. HEISEL SULE 
SCHOLARSHIP
Kathryn Jones

MARK R. HERRMANN 
HISTORY SCHOLARSHIP
Nathan Saylor

GREATER CINCINNATI HOME 
BUILDERS ASSOCIATION 
SCHOLARSHIP
Dominic Bonavita

HONORS SUPPLEMENTAL 
HOUSING SCHOLARSHIP
Kellyn Hoffert
Calvin Horner
Clare Mearns
Alexandria Salyers

HONORS TRAVEL 
SCHOLARSHIP
Carly Strohmaier
Emily Ulrich
Aubrey Zettler

DAVID & RUTH B. ILER 
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP
Kristen Elliott

INFORMATICS 
SCHOLARSHIP
Christopher Austin
Austin Hardesty
Jamie Johnston
Jakob Lasorella
William McPheron
Zachary Wolfzorn

INTERNATIONAL ACHIEVER’S 
SCHOLARSHIP
Colombiano Amoussougbo
Miquel Betancourt Gonzalez
Rui Mao
Hardik Patel
Jesus Riera Sanchez
Djibril Sall

INTERNATIONAL MERIT 
SCHOLARSHIP
Dharmang Hansaliya
Djibril Sall

INTERNATIONAL STUDY 
SCHOLARSHIP
Lauren Barnett
Cammy Bihl
Patrick Bolender
Cydnee Burch
Rachel Burkjardt
Linda Connell
Ryan Downey
Chad Dunbar
Morhan Durrett
Erin Foltz
Morgan Gilvin
Emily Goshorn
Nicholas Hach
Theresa Hajjar
Jillian Hoover
Clare Hotard
Kathryn Hunzicker
Jamie Johnston
Anthony Kessen
Tiffany Lakhwani
Michael Loftus
Sean Lucier
Kelsey McCain

Thomas McCarty
Megan Molique
Dean Morgan
Thomas Morgan
Erin Myers
Madelyn Neidhardt
Sarah Owens
Tia Parks
Cameron Powell
Chelsey Reusch
Korinne Rolf
Cody Rose
Elizabeth Schmidt
Emily Sherry
Joseph Smith
Eden Smock
Emily Ulrich
Katlyn Varner
Tony Wanick

JRG SCHOLARSHIP
Thuy Dinh
Erik Tomczewski
John Wells

KCTCS SCHOLARSHIP
Keli Alexander
Donavon Benitez
Shannon Clifton
Jillian Frakes
Tessa Grefkens
Kelly Gross
Julie Grupy
Adam Harrison
Dakota Hill
Brandy Lovensheimer
Shellie Massey
Allisyn McKeehan
Stacy Nichols
Joshua Rider
Ashley Stelle
Erick Trejo Arteaga
Danielle Trent

KENTUCKY GOVERNOR’S 
SCHOLARSHIP
Rebecca Arbella
Hannah Myers
Carly Strohmaier

LIONS CLUB SCHOLARSHIP
Britney Connelly

JUNITA LOSEY 
SCHOLARSHIP
Emily Dillow

MACY’S, INC. ENDOWMENT 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
IN MEMORY OF 
RUDOLPH V. JAVOSKY 
IN THE DEPARTMENT 
OF CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT
Henry Bezold 

MAZAK SCHOLARSHIP
Hadi Allameh

MAZAK INFORMATICS 
SCHOLARSHIP
James Lingrosso

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
SCHOLARSHIP
Ryan Downey
Tavis Patton

MEN’S GOLF SCHOLARSHIP
Matthew Wetherill
Landon Osborne

CAROL SWARTS MILBURN 
SCHOLARSHIP IN 
WORLD LANGUAGES AND 
LITERATURES
Erin Foltz

THE MULLEN SCHOLARSHIP
Jamie Johnston
Aubrey Zettler

NKU EXCELLENCE 
SCHOLARSHIP
Laura Alexander
Sydney Allen
Megan Applegate
Megan Bedel
Justin Biggs
Cammy Bihl
Bradley Blankenship
Kaitlyn Bowen
Rachel Burkhardt
Kelly Burrows
Avery Clark
Leah Crawley
Morgan Durrett
Danielle Eldridge
Megan Fry
Katlyn Garnett
Cody Gohs
Kaitlyn Golab
Alyssa Hafling
Richard Hedger
Keegan Hodge
Kendon Hulette
Kathryn Hunzicker
Kaylee Jackson
Daniel James
Lyndsey Jenkins
Jason Johnson
Ryan Johnson
Anthony Kessen
Courtney Knox
Sara Kraus
Eleanor Kremer
Joseph Kremer
Allison Lincoln
Rachael Messmer
Christyn Miller
Stephanie Mote



22 – Northern Kentucky University

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS CONTINUED

Alexis Muse
Madelyn Neidhardt
Lindsay Powell
Elizabeth Puck
James Raleigh
Nathan Stahl
Michael Stegner
Matthew Stuck
Nicolas Tope
Evan Valentine
Scott Vennemann
Shelbi Wells
Christine Wolking
Aubrey Zettler

HENRY E. “BUD” POGUE 
IV AND BETTY POGUE 
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP
Emily Greis

PRESIDENTIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
Noelle Alexandra 
Jordan Crandall
Ryan Downey
Christopher Garrett
Raymond Giles
Jillian Hoover
Erin Lawson
Jesse Maggard
Justin McKnight
Logan Miller
Alisha Nelson
Sarah Owen
Tia Parks
Parth Patel
David Paulin
Nicholas Pilcher 
Hannah Shirkey
Emily Wagner

REPUBLIC BANK 
SCHOLARSHIP
Donavon Benitez
Derek Ginn

SCRIPPS HOWARD 
FOUNDATION 
COMMUNICATION 
SCHOLARSHIP
Logan Brown
Jamie Johnston

SEHNERT-PUGH ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIP
Logan Brown
Dharmang Hansaliya

SUTTON LANDRY MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
Joseph Smith

SHELDON & FERN STORER 
HONORS SCHOLARSHIP
Aubrey Zettler

FRANK AND VIRGINIA 
STALLINGS ENGLISH 
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP
Elizabeth Gauck

KEITH STEWART ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIP
Brian Zinkan

W. FRANK STEELY 
SCHOLARSHIP IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
Elizabeth Puck

W. FRANK STEELY & MARTHA 
J. PELFREY SOCIAL STUDIES 
SCHOLARSHIP
Elizabeth Puck

STUDY ABROAD FACULTY 
LEAD SCHOLARSHIP
Catherine Brock
Chad Dunbar
Jennifer Loayza
Megan Molique
Emily Goshorn
Tia Parks
Korinne Rolf
Corina Wallace
Valerie Workman
Katelyn Writesel

RALPH A. TESSENEER 
SCHOLARSHIP
Blythe McGregor

TRACK/CROSS COUNTRY 
SCHOLARSHIP
Erik Tomczewski

TRANSFER AWARD
Sulaiman Aljammaz
Abdulrahman Almane
Jarrett Casey
Jordan Chard
William Corwin
Connor Eslinger
Darius Frick
Markus Green
Nichole Holtman
Adam Hunt
Jeannette Jinkinson
Annmarie Kennedy
Robert Knueven

Karin Lawson
Tyler Layman
Leah Leist
Kaitlyn Lutz
Jacqueline Madden
Rui Mao
Jennifer Mitchell
Jessica Puckett
Djibril Sall
Andrew Schmidt
Andrew Schneider
Jeffrey Sears
Brandon Shumate
Elizabeth Valentine-Boiman
Melissa Ward
Samantha Weyers
Ethan Wisecup
Anna Yockey

TRIO ACHIEVER’S 
SCHOLARSHIP
William Borland
Cornelius Kish
Luis Loza
Joseph Smith

UNDERGRADUATE 
ACADEMIC HOUSING 
SCHOLARSHIP
Courtney Knox

VOLLEYBALL SCHOLARSHIP
Kaitlyn Bowen
Eden Smock

JAMES C. AND RACHEL 
M. VOTRUBA ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIP
Sean Lucier
Kelsey McCain

Megan Molique
Madelyn Neidhardt
Chelsey Reusch
Korinne Rolf
James Whitacre 
Cayla Wolfangel

LINDA BOWEN 
WASICSKO SOCIAL WORK 
SCHOLARSHIP
Allisyn McKeehan

NORTHERN KENTUCKY 
REALTORS ASSOCIATION/
ALBERT WEHRY MEMORIAL 
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP
Brian Miller

CONNIE AND FIRMIN 
WIDMER ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIP IN SOCIAL 
JUSTICE
Emily Klaine

WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY 
SCHOLARSHIP
Kelly Burrows 
Madison Paoli

Y. E. S. FESTIVAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
Trey Paris

MICHAEL FRANCIS ZALLA 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Jillian Hoover
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COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY

Commencement exercises today at Northern Kentucky University give special attention to the 
pageantry of the ceremony. The counterpart of this pageantry is enacted each year on campuses 
all over the world. It is the solemn climax and recognition of the graduates’ years of study and 
preparation for increased responsibility.

HISTORY OF ACADEMIC COSTUME
The history of academic dress reaches far back into the early days of the oldest universities. A statute 
of 1321 required that all “Doctors, Licentiates, and Bachelors” of the University of Coimbra wear 
gowns. In England, in the second half of the fourteenth century, the statutes of certain colleges 
forbade “excess in apparel” and prescribed the wearing of a long gown. It is still unknown whether 
academic dress finds its sources chiefly in ecclesiastical or in civilian dress. Gowns may have been 
counted necessary for warmth in the unheated buildings frequented by medieval scholars. Hoods 
seem to have served to cover the tonsured head until they were superseded by skull caps. These 
were themselves displaced by a headdress somewhat like those now recognized as “academic.” 
Both Cambridge and Oxford have made academic dress a matter of university control to the extent 
of minor details and have repeatedly issued revised regulations governing it. In seventeenth-
century Oxford it was prescribed that any tailor who departed from the authorized design “by a 
nail’s breadth” in the making of any article of collegiate costume was to be punished by the vice-
chancellor of the university.

European institutions continue to show a great diversity in their specifications of academic dress, 
while American colleges and universities have adopted, through the Intercollegiate Bureau of Academic 
Costume and the American Council of Education, a standard code of dress for academic ceremony. 
Created in 1902, the Intercollegiate Bureau of Academic Costume serves as a source of information and 
guidance in such matters and, through occasional review by the American Council of Education, these 
standards have been adopted and followed by hundreds of colleges and universities in the United 
States.

For all academic purposes, including trimmings of doctor’s gowns, edgings of hoods and tassels of 
caps, the colors associated with the colleges and degrees at NKU are as follows:

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
Master of Arts in English (white)
Master of Arts in Integrative Studies (white)
Master of Arts in Public History (white)
Master of Public Administration (peacock blue)
Master of Science in Industrial-Organizational Psychology (old gold)

HAILE/US BANK COLLEGE OF BUSINESS (DRAB)
Master of Accountancy
Master of Business Administration
Master of Science in Executive Leadership and Organizational Change

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES
Master of Arts in Education (light blue)
Master of Arts in School Counseling (light blue)
Master of Arts in Teaching (light blue)
Master of Science in Clinical Mental Health Counseling (light blue)
Master of Social Work (citron) 
Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership (light blue)

COLLEGE OF INFORMATICS (COPPER)
Master of Arts in Communication
Master of Science in Business Informatics
Master of Science in Computer Information Technology
Master of Science in Computer Science
Master of Science in Health Informatics

COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS
Master of Science in Health Sciences (sage green)
Master of Science in Nursing (apricot)
Doctor of Nursing Practice (apricot)

HONORS SYMBOLS

 ††† SUMMA CUM LAUDE
  Students who attain a grade-point average  

of 3.90 to 4.00 are graduated Summa  
Cum Laude.

 †† MAGNA CUM LAUDE

  Students who attain a grade-point average  
of 3.75 to 3.899 are graduated Magna  
Cum Laude.

 † CUM LAUDE

  Students who attain a grade-point average  
of 3.50 to 3.7499 are graduated Cum Laude.

 *** WITH HIGH DISTINCTION

  Students who attain a grade-point average 
of 3.80 to 4.00 are graduated With High 
Distinction.

 ** WITH DISTINCTION
  Students who attain a grade-point average 

of 3.50 to 3.799 are graduated With 
Distinction.

  † Bachelor degree honor
  * Associate degree honor

 ¥ ALPHA CHI NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
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ACADEMIC ATTIRE
Today, all candidates for degrees and those who hold degrees, including college officials, faculty 
and visiting dignitaries, are attired in traditional cap and gown. The formal color for most caps 
and gowns is black. However, holders of different degrees wear distinctive tassels on their caps 
(called mortarboards). Hoods of various hues drape down the back of the gowns. Recipients of 
the associate and bachelor degrees at Northern Kentucky University wear black gowns and black 
tassels; recipients of the master and doctoral degrees wear black gowns and tassels that correspond 
to the color of their particular discipline; and recipients of the degree of Juris Doctor wear black 
gowns and purple tassels.

Those wearing academic costumes wear caps in the academic processions and throughout the 
ceremony. Men may remove their caps during prayer or at other specified times.

Members of the University governing body are entitled to wear doctoral gowns. The Regents regalia is 
a gold gown with three black chevrons and trim and an eight-sided tam with gold tassel. This attire is 
distinctive of the Board of Regents of Northern Kentucky University.

INTERNATIONAL SASHES
Different flags are displayed on colorful sashes worn by international students and those 
students who studied abroad during their time at NKU. The sashes display the flag or emblem 
commemorating a student’s favorite study abroad location or the original country of birth or 
citizenship of an international student.

HONORS CORDS
The gold and white Honors Cords worn by bachelor degree graduates signify that they have 
achieved at least a 3.5 cumulative overall grade-point average on a 4.0 scale for their academic 
careers. The black and white Honors Cords are worn by those associate degree graduates with at 
least a 3.5 cumulative overall grade-point average.

Purple and silver cords are worn by members of the Norse Leadership Society, a board of student 
leaders who plan leadership and personal development opportunities for the campus and students 
in the community. Membership is limited to students who have demonstrated leadership ability 
on the campus and in the community and who have maintained a required cumulative grade-point 
average.

GRAND MARSHAL
The Grand Marshal is the President of the Faculty Senate, or his/her designate, and represents the 
faculty. President Matthew Zacate holds this honor today.

STUDENT MARSHALS
The students in gold gowns are Student Marshals. They have been selected on the basis of 
outstanding records of scholastic achievement.

PRESIDENTIAL AMBASSADORS
Student ushers are Presidential Ambassadors. They are selected on the basis of their records of 
scholastic achievement and their ability to serve the University.

THE UNIVERSITY MACE
The mace, which traces its roots to medieval weaponry, has become a symbol of scholarship and 
integrity for universities since the eleventh century. Today, the University’s Grand Marshal carries 
the mace to indicate the solemnity of the occasion and the confirmation of the academic process.

Northern Kentucky University’s mace is rich in symbolism. The spiral base, made of walnut-stained 
mahogany, suggests growth, evolution and higher achievement. The gold-leaf flame, inspired by 
NKU’s official seal, the lamp of learning, symbolizes eternal light and learning. The gold and white 
braided cords flowing from the base of the flame represent purity as well as Northern’s school 
colors.

The mace was presented as a gift to the University from the Northern Kentucky University 
Foundation, Inc. It was designed by Kari Messner ‘91 and was sculpted by local artist Jack True.

COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY CONTINUED

THE DISPLAY OF 
INTERNATIONAL FLAGS
Northern Kentucky University is proud of 
its diverse student body including students 
representing 59 countries. International flags 
displayed on stage today represent those 
countries:

Bangladesh
Benin
Brazil
Burkina Faso
Cambodia
Canada
Central African 
 Republic
China
Colombia
Croatia
Democratic Republic
 of the Congo
Denmark
Ecuador
Equatorial Guinea
Ethiopia
France
Germany
Ghana
Guatemala
Honduras
Hungary
India
Ireland
Italy
Ivory Coast
Japan
Jordan
Kenya
Kuwait
Latvia

Lebanon
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mexico
Nepal
New Zealand
Nigeria
Palestine
Papua New Guinea
Peru
Poland
Russia
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Sierra Leone
South Africa
South Korea
Spain
Sweden
Syria
Thailand
Trinidad and Tobago
Ukraine
United Arab
 Emirates
United Kingdom
United States of
 America
Venezuela
Vietnam
Zimbabwe
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2017 SENIOR CHALLENGE
Northern Kentucky University is pleased to acknowledge the following members of the Class of 2017 who contributed to the NKU Senior Challenge. Their gifts will directly 
benefit future Northern Kentucky University students. The university wishes to thank them for making a difference in the lives of their fellow students. The list below reflects 
gifts received up to November 17, 2017. The following gifts were made “In Honor Of” a special person or with a dedicatory message on a brick paver. 

TAYLOR E. ALTEVERS
College is a roller coaster of emotions, from the first 
time you step on campus till the day you walk across 
that stage to accept your diploma. It hasn‘t been the 
easiest, but I wouldn‘t have changed anything that 
has happened along the way. 

ANNETTE W. BONJOUR
Thank you for all your words of encouragement. It’s 
finally over and I survived!

KELLY C. BURROWS
Thank you to my parents, brother Ryan, grandparents, 
family, wonderful fiancé Lance, friends and coaches 
for supporting me throughout my college career! I 
love you all so much! NORSE UP!

SILVERIO C. CARDOZO
To my wife, family, friends and faculty – thank you for 
all the unwavering support throughout my academic 
journey. You are all appreciated. It is because of our 
combined efforts that I sit here today.

CHAD H. DUNBAR
Thank you Mom and Dad for believing in me. I 
wouldn‘t have made it without you. Thank you to my 
mentors and professors, as well. There are no limits 
except for those we accept. 

CORI L. FLATT
I never said it would be easy. I only said it would be 
worth it.

MEGAN D. FRAUSTO
Thank you to everyone at NKU for making it feel like 
home from day one. NORSE UP!!!!!

ELIZABETH A. GAUCK
Thanks to my amazing mom and dad (Geoia and 
Rob), my COI dean’s family, my Advancement family 
and everyone in English and Library informatics for 
supporting me, loving me and being my best friends! 
Love you all!

CONNOR GEROME
I would like to thank my family for their undying love, 
advice, understanding, teaching and especially their 
patience; my grandparents Ed and Marge Devany, as 
well as my Uncle Russ, I owe them my life and they 
are my world. Thank you so much.

LINDA K. GOSS
Thank you to my professors for your patience. Giant 
thank you to my cohorts in crime Ruth, Dawn and 
Rahel! Lastly, a big hug and kiss to my children, 
Jordan & Clinton, for their support. I love you!

SHIVA KUMAR GULLAPALLI
My thanks to Kumaraswamy Gullapalli, Rajyalaxmi 
Gullapalli, Madhuri & Satyanarayana Sudhaveni, 
Charuhas, Eshaan, Rakesh, Krishna, Anusha & Harsha 
Vasireddy, Arun, Dr. Truta & Dr. Alina, Dr. Wei Hao, Dr. 
Yi Hu, Dr. Kazi, Dr. Rasib, Sarah, Widanski, Fatimata, 
Dr. Cobbs & family and Monica Gray.

HANNAH I. HARDING
Write the vision and make it plain. For a man without 

vision accompanies others, and fulfills nothing. 
Prayers, persistence and perseverance is the secret. 
Thank you mom for believing in me. Thank you Suzy 
for always encouraging me. I made it!

LESHAI L. HINDERER
NBD.

RUTH HORSTMAN
Ruth M. Horstman

VICTORIA B. HUGHES
I would like to thank my parents, family, fiancé and 
friends for their endless love & support throughout 
this journey. I especially would like to honor my 
grandparents, Harry & Ginny Beck. They have shown 
me what it means to be truly humble and kind.

JENNIFER M. JOHNSON
Go forth and make this world new.

MICHELLE L. JOHNSON
Family & friends, I am not sure there are words to 
express how much your love, support and sacrifices 
have meant to me over the past several years! Without 
you all there is no way I could say “I did it”! Love you 
big bunches!! 

ALLISON N. KELLEY
Thanks for the wisdom.

DANIELA N. LARISON
Reach for your dreams! Nothing is impossible.

MASON LYKINS
A special thanks to Dr. Morteza Sadat-Hossieny 
through my whole Engineering studies and my 
parents, Dale and Diane Lykins. Thanks also to Dr. 
Maurcio Torres, Dr. Seyed Allameh, and my TKE 
brothers for their professional leadership.

SHELLIE R. MASSEY
Be fearless in the pursuit of what sets your soul on 
fire! I am grateful for my professors. Thanks to my 
classmates the “GG’s”, and others who have supported 
me throughout this journey. Grad school here I come! 

TONYA R. MOHNEN
The biggest adventure you can take is to live the life 
of your dreams. Today I am living my dream. I couldn‘t 
do this without the love and support of my family. 
Thank you.

EMILY R. OSTERHOLZ
Thanks to my family and friends for their love and 
support.

DENISE D. PEASLEE
Much love and gratitude to my husband, Doug, for 
making this possible; to my daughters, Katie and 
Megan, for their support; and to my parents, Kitty and 
Dan, for giving me the drive to achieve this goal. I love 
you all! 

MICHAEL W. PHILLIPS
I would like to thank all the folks that have 
encouraged me during my collegiate career. My 

family and friends as well as Dr. Tara McLendon and 
my GG‘s. This has been a long and at times hard 
journey. It definitely took a village.

ANTOINETTE R. PRUDE
I am grateful for my parents’ guidance, my husband’s 
encouragement, my siblings who believe in me 
and support from family and friends. To my nieces 
and nephews, you are priceless treasures, born for 
greatness, never stop growing and learning.

CHRIS M. ROBINSON
I‘d like to thank my agent, manager, lawyer, 
masseuse, shrink, the Dalai Lama, Carlin, Hicks, 
Rogan, Stanhope and Broken Lizard for helping me 
with sanity. Libertarian Party. The Reds who disappoint 
me yearly but I can‘t quit you. Dr. Denis Leary for the 
sage advice. Oh and finally my family.

AMANDA SAWYERS
Anything is possible with hard work and a little 
support. I couldn‘t have done this without the support 
of my family, especially my husband, Christopher. 
Thank you!

HANNAH SHEPHERD
Hannah, as you set out to make your mark on the 
world remember to always give grace, love and 
laughter to everyone God places in your path. Love 
Dad, Mom and Jacob

HANNAH J. SHIRKEY
Thanks Mom and Dad :)

MORGAN W. SROUFE
As I begin a new chapter in my life today, I would like 
to say thank you to my family, friends and co-workers 
for continuously supporting and guiding me along 
this journey. And to my role model watching over me 
... Grandpa, this one is for you!

AMBER K. STALLINGS
Thank you to my lovely family for pushing me to the 
finish line! I love you all, so much! 

AMBER L. THOERNER
Cindy Mentrup, we did it!! I am so proud to be 
graduating alongside my little sister! 

THOMAS A. TREVOR
Congratulations to all graduates.

JILL V. WAGNER
Thank you Mom, Dad, Craig and Zach! I couldn‘t have 
done it without all your love and support!

JOSH L. WHITEHEAD
To my family and friends, thank you for the support 
over the last 5 years. Amy, we did it. Thank you for 
pushing me to finish, I love you. Mom, I wish you 
could be here. I miss you and love you!

ANNA M. YOCKEY
I would not be here today without the love and 
support of my family. Thank you for helping me be 
the best Norse I could be. I appreciate and love you all 
more than you know.
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COLLEGE OF ARTS AND 
SCIENCES
Diana McGill, Dean 

INDUSTRIAL-ORGANIZATIONAL 
PSYCHOLOGY MASTER’S 
PROGRAM ADVISORY BOARD
Elizabeth Baldock
Lisa Blank
Janet Brinkman
Meredith Easton
Judy Gamm
Robert Gibby
Linda Gravett
Noreen Hayes
Steve Johnson
Daniel Keefe
Rodney McCloy
Laura McGreevy
Steve McMillen
Steve Sauter
Tom Wonderly

MPA EXTERNAL 
ADVISORY BOARD
David Elmer
David Johnston
David Moore
Rolanda Smith
Drew Tilow
Mary Ucci
T.J. White

ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY 
ADVISORY BOARD
Kevin Armstrong
Cassel Burnett
Mike Crowe
Lawrence Fiest
Jeff Hesse
Tina Waters

MECHANICAL AND 
MANUFACTURING 
ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY 
ADVISORY BOARD
Kevin Haas 
Larry Jarman
Mike McCormill
Brian Nolan
Tom Oganeck
Steve Oneal
Dave Robers
David Rousseau
Ben Schawe

POLITICAL SCIENCE, CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE & ORGANIZATIONAL 
LEADERSHIP DEPARTMENT 
EXTERNAL ADVISORY BOARD
Tori Ames
Maggie Carrino
Vince Demasi
Paul Dierig
Randy Ficke
Anthony Gigliotti 
Ken Kippenbrock
Shannon McCarthy
Jeff Weckbach

COLLEGE OF 
INFORMATICS
Kevin G. Kirby, Dean

DEAN’S ADVISORY BOARD
Andrew Aiello
Shawn Brock
James J. Cordas
John Domaschko
Gary Johnston
Lisa Knutson
Debbie Kramer
Milen Madhadevan
Patrick C. Nelson
J. D. Rogers
Ria Schalnat
PJ Thelen
Daniel Tobergte 
Wendy Vonderhaar
Chris Woolums

CENTER FOR APPLIED 
INFORMATICS ADVISORY BOARD
Holly Brinkman
James Cordas
Tricia Eltonhead
Matt Godsted
Annette Hater
Richard Hempel
Jill Henry
Brad Metzger
Lauren Ouart
Chris Rider
Keith Stafford
Sean Sweeney
Laura Tomlin
Jordan Vogel
Bob Watts
Michael Webster
Doug Wilson
Patty Wolff

BUSINESS INFORMATICS 
ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Tommie Anderson
Tiffany Braun
Timothy Ferguson
Matt Godsted
Dave Hatter
Nick Herzog
Steve Hinkel
Vinit Kohli
David Lewis
Leo McCallen
Katy Moeggenberg
Ron Rohline
Charles Slaven
Sean Sweeney

HEALTH INFORMATICS 
ADVISORY COUNCIL
Beth Ackerson
Andrea Adams
David W. Bailey
Tammy Geltmaker
Louise Kent
Patrick H. Kunkler
Rick Moore
Polly Mullins-Bentley
Bryan Peek
Alex Rodriguez

Thomas Ruthemeyer
Gannon Tagher
Tom Walton

COLLEGE OF HEALTH 
PROFESSIONS
Mary C. Kishman, Interim Dean

DEAN’S ADVISORY BOARD
Fred Cecil
Connie Kreyling
Karen Meyers
Susan Moser
Lynn Saddler
Barrie Theilman
Benita Utz

CHP NURSING ADVISORY 
BOARD
Rhonda Cooper
Sandy Delaney
Julie Holt
Jennifer Hunter
Jennifer Lange
Susan McDonald
Kristin Shelley

RESPIRATORY CARE
ADVISORY BOARD
Gretchen Branam
Tom Cahill
Cynthia Campbell
Debbie Clifton
Travis Collins
Ron Dennler
Tina Eubanks
Gary Goforth
Cassie Herald
Deb Kasel
Lisa Kreutzjans
Roy Moser
Debbie Patten
Mark Penning
Joe Robertson
Roger White
Steve Wood

HEALTH SCIENCE
ADVISORY BOARD
Shannon Alexander
Nancy Barone
Tom Baxter
Rick Brockmeier
Amber Carter
Susan Chaney
Cindy Conway
Beth Cooper
Andrea Cornuelle
Karen Czirr
Bruce Lauer
Kris Lovett
Melinda Martino
Ben Martz
Kristi Rulli
Meredith Singleton
Jackie Turner
Roger Vorherr
Jason Wessel

RADIOLOGIC SCIENCE 
ADVISORY BOARD
Carrie Aylor 
Brian Drees
Diane Gronefeld
Trina Koscielicki
Karen Leek
Laura Loyd
Joy Niehaus
James Schmitt
Terina Thomas
Traci Van De Hatert

HAILE/US BANK 
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Rebecca I. Porterfield, Dean

DEAN’S ADVISORY BOARD
Mike Vogt, Chair
Eric Avner
Chris Carle
Kristin Carrico
Brent Cooper
Monica Egger
James L. Flood
Kevin Gessner
Dan Groneck
B. Stephen Harper
Vivian Llambi
Laura Lyons
James Monton

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION CENTER
Lou Manchise, Chair 
Kathleen Carnes
Michael R. Carrell
Teressa Elliott
Joan Gates
Mike Hawkins
William Heekin
Cathleen Kuhl
Andrea N. Lambert-South
John Lucas
Christine Nutter
Emily M. Rudd
Sara Sidebottom
Karen Tapp
Karen A. Thomas
Stephen Yungbluth

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT 
ADVISORY BOARD
Jay Bayer, Chair
Tim Allison
J. D. Barnes
Jim Cutter
David Daugherty
John Davidson
Doug Delay
Shawn Fausz
Melanie Frey
Mike Glen
Tom Grote, Jr.
Heather Hawkins
Greg Herrin
Mike Huseman
Clint Mollere
Carol Morman
Mike Prus

Jack Scott
Tim Turton
Dan Vornhagen

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP AND 
ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGE 
ADVISORY BOARD
A. Christine Browning
John Jay Fossett
Deborah A. Heater
Terri Iacobucci
Alex Sampson
Brad Self
Tracey Sigler
Anita Southwick
Lori Southwood
Christopher Taylor
Dennis Tirman
Pamela Viscione
Craig Wynett

ECONOMICS AND FINANCE 
ADVISORY BOARD
Doug Koo, Chair
Justin Badeau
Kevin Duke
Janet Harrah
Steve Mackie
Julie Burks Nesbitt
T.J. Philips
Brigitte Blom Ramsey
Jay Shelton
Joe Tanner
Eric Teegarten
Tom Tilmes

CENTER FOR INNOVATION  
AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
ADVISORY BOARD
David Willbrand, Chair
R. Casey Barach
Frank C. Braun
Dan Cahill
Brent Cooper 
Bob Gebbie
George Hagan
Stephanie Hughes
Tim Metzner
Ray Moncrief
Christopher R. Schaber
Tim Schigel
David Schneider
Ray Takigiku
Ann Thompson
Donald R. Wright
Brad Zapp

SPORTS BUSINESS  
ADVISORY COUNCIL
Jamie Berkley
John Cappella
Mary Conner
Barbara Dundee
Tom Gamble
Katie Haag
Corey Hawthorne
Matt Hollenkamp
Maria Holmes
Alicia Lawrence
Michael Munoz
Doug Pelfrey

ADVISORY BOARDS AND FOUNDATIONS



2017 Winter Commencement – 27

Jackie Reau
Sam Riber
Kristin Ropp
Chris Ryan
Mark Simendinger
Jeff Smith
Stephanie Williams
Matthew Wagner

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
AND HUMAN SERVICES
Cynthia J. Reed, Dean

DEAN’S DEVELOPMENT 
COUNCIL
Hayley Ammon Taylor
Carol Beirne
Kathy Burkhardt
Helen Carroll
Adam Caswell
Karen Cheser
Claudia Cline
Dominic Favia
Alvin Garrison
Reeda Hart
Ali Hawkins
Jordan Huizenga
Jack Moreland
Polly Page
Amy Razor
Cindy Reed
Rico Rice
Mary Ronan
Timothy Schlotman
Rachel Votruba
Lucas Walsh
Mark Wasicsko
Tammy Weidinger
Joshua Wice

EXERCISE SCIENCE ADVISORY 
BOARD
Nathan Fitch 
Maggie Gough 
Sarah Manhardt
Sean Slovenski
Jeanne Sperry 
Kathy Swensen

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH 
EDUCATION ADVISORY BOARD
Kevin Crone
Jeni Demler
Matt Gessner
Michelle Marsden
Lisa Morling
Polly Otto
Suzy Petroze
Vicki Phillips 
Lisa Resing
Brad Riley
Jason Schwartz
Bobbi Theissen
Elizabeth Wheat

ATHLETIC TRAINING ADVISORY 
BOARD
Theresa Behan
Nick Repka

Lisa Sweeterman
Chris Unkraut
Molly Woods

SOCIAL WORK ADVISORY 
BOARD
Deloris Elliott
Amber Evans
Jane Herms
Karla Holmes
Kirk Kavanaugh
Laura Pleiman
Jennifer Steele
Tammy Weidinger
David Wilkerson
Diane Wright

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Kris Berry
Adam Bessler
Joy Browning
Gabby Cardosi
Dominique Cruey
Abby Cunningham
Aubrey Eckerlin
Laura Eibel
Michael Goodenough
Erin King
Kendra Kohls
Katie Kunkel
Tom Loring, Jr.
Jane Paulin
Regina Pelfrey
Tina Reynolds
Nicole Schickling
Jena Smiddy
Kim Visse
Abby Volpenhein
Tina Wartman

MIDDLE GRADES EDUCATION 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Will Beinkemper
Nick Dorning
Eric Fangman
Eydie Franklin
Chris Furnier
Amanda Girvin
Tony Pastura 
Shannon McDonald
Jackie Shelley
Clay Tyler
Sarah Walton

SECONDARY EDUCATION 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Nolan Boone
Tanya Boyle
Nicole Dunigan
Ashley Gore
Sarah Hume
Anna Hutchinson
Liz Owens
Rebecca Pfefferman
Angela Rice
William Schwartz
Robert Stafford

INTERDISCIPLINARY EARLY 
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Patti Arnold
Tesa Clark
Heather Clay
Lisa Connor
Matt Engel
Peggy Farmer
Dellisa Ford-Edwards
Christin Jefferds
Marinell Kephart
Elizabeth Kirby
Melanie Nelson
Kathy Reutman
Beth Savchick
Amy Schardein
Tom Siler
Barbara Sweeney
Tiffany Taul
Kelly West
Jennifer Williamson
Audrey Wilson
Laurie Wolsing
Sandra Woodall
Ellen Zimmer

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE
Amanda Bell
Allie Flaugher
Erika Freeman
Autumn Hatton
Laura Hellman
Sam Jones
Rebecca Lowry
E.J. Reilly
Rebecca Thomas

MASTER OF ARTS IN EDUCATION 
– TEACHER AS A LEADER 
ADVISORY BOARD
Julie Ackerman
Marcie Bridges
Vickie Chamberlain
Karen Cheser
Jim Detwiler
Correy Eimer
Mat Engel
Diane Hatfield
Steven McClamrock
Jane Paterson
Lucas Patterson
Jane Paulin
Randy Poe
Tim Schneider
Brian Williamson

MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING 
ADVISORY BOARD
Brian Alessandro
Natasha Averett
Kelsey Brockman
Jessica Duty
Erika Ludwig
Katherine (Katie) Miller
Wesley Murray
Jessica Pass
Holly Pitts
Collin Shadwell

Travece Turner
Tom Walsh

NKU PRINCIPAL PREPARATION 
ADVISORY COUNCIL
Jim Allen
Scott Alter
Roxann Booth
Kathy Burkhardt
Adele Gormley
Steve Hart
Kelly Middleton
Glenn Miller
Tony Mazzei
Malina Owens
Randy Poe
Dan Ridder
Carrie Roberts
Brian Robinson
Shane Rogers
David Rust
Mary Sargent
Kathy Saunders
Robert Storer
Heidi Waters
Rosa Weaver
Mike Wilson

NKU RESEARCH FOUNDATION 
BOARD
Samantha Langley, Chair
Rodney D’Souza, Vice Chair
Mary Ucci, Director
Dov Rosenberg, Secretary
Michael Hales, Treasurer
William Allen
Francoise Knox-Kazimierczuk
Mark Leopold
Diana McGill
Gerard St. Amand
Jordan Vogel
James Waldenn
Larry Williams

GO NORSE FUND BOARD
Greg VonHoene, President
J. David Bender,
 Executive Committee
Dennis Egan,
 Executive Committee
Theresa Gastright,
 Executive Committee
Jack Givens,
 Executive Committee
Shannon Lewandowski,
 Executive Committee
Tom McGill,
 Executive Committee
Kevin Molony,
 Executive Committee
Alice Sparks,
 Executive Committee
Jeff Baldwin
Lisa Bartlett
Leon Boothe
Ken Bothof
Keith Daniels
Matt Eilers
Mark Exterkamp

Karen Finan
Mary Sue Findley
James Fortner
Gina Huiet
Mike Kessling
John Lange
Tom Lonneman
Thomas Moore
Thomas Munninghoff
Kenneth Ramey
Roger Rolfes
Jerry Scarlato
Jack Snodgrass
Jerry Sturm
Sean Wagner
Jack Willenborg
George Wilson

NORTHERN KENTUCKY 
UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION, INC.
Executive Committee
Barry G. Kienzle ’73 
 President
John M. Lucas ’73, ‘79 
 Vice President
Jason O. Jackman
 Treasurer  
Martin Butler ‘77
 Secretary
Kristi P. Nelson ’95
 At Large
Richard A. Boehne ‘81 
Gerard A. St. Amand
Andrá R. Ward ’86
Eric Gentry
 Executive Director

Board of Directors 
Aref W. Bsisu
John W. Carnes
Gregory P. Cole ‘82
Garren Colvin ‘96
Brent M. Cooper
Karen A. Finan ‘82
Martin J. Gerrety ‘85
Kevin E. Gessner ‘97
Jakki L. Haussler ‘88
Barbara M. Johnson
Jack G. Kenkel ‘76
Bryson P. Lair ‘95
Jacqueline LeVoir
Fred A. Macke, Jr. ’76, ‘77
Karen D. Meyers ‘78
H. McGuire Riley ‘86
Thomas R. Saelinger
Tim Schigel
Rosemary K. Schlachter
Julie Schneider ‘87
Tracy L. Schwegmann ‘95
Nathan E. Smith ‘94
Barbara A. Turner
Kara S. Williams ‘01 
Mary E. Zalla ‘87

ADVISORY BOARDS AND FOUNDATIONS continued
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NKU ALUMNI 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jessica E. Johnston ’99, 
 President
Michael R. McKeown ’85, 
 President Elect 
Maria M. Reynolds ‘87
 Vice President
Thomas C. Wiedemann ’90,
 Immediate Past President
Michael J. Adriatico ‘91
Patrick Flynn Ashley ’13 ’15
Lisa K. Blank ’82 ’01 ‘07
Nicole E. Clare ‘09
Shelly E. Deavy ‘00
Bradley T. Dickerson ‘12
Paul A. Eaglin ‘03
John J. Fossett ’87 ‘10
Josh S. Heuser ‘01
Erika T. Jay ‘14
John K. Johnson ‘13
Jeffrey L. Jordan, Sr. ‘96
Randy D. Ormes ‘79
Serena R. Owen ‘98
Randolph J. Poe ’83 ’85 ‘13
Christina A. Rogers ‘04
Jennifer Sheffel ‘02

Jason Tate ‘05
Lee A. Whitley ’01 ‘04
Wade Williams ’97 ‘01

FRIENDS OF STEELY LIBRARY
Board Members
Ken Gunkel, President
Cyd Alper-Sedgwick
Michael Berry
Patricia M. Brennan
Gayle Brown
John Campbell
Greg Edwards
Stephen LJ Hoffman
Steve McMillen
Bonnie Meyer
Kelly Moffett
Michael Monks
Rock Neelly
Erik S. Pederson
Mary Ran
Tira Rogers
Brennan Scanlon
Aaron Sharpe
Meredith Singleton
Arne Almquist, ex officio
Jodi Zerbe, ex officio

ADVISORY BOARDS AND FOUNDATIONS continued

Life Members
Arne and Sharon Almquist
Jane and Roger Augé II
Don and Carole Beere
Cincinnati Bell
Nancy and J. David Bender
Michael Berry and Melanie Garner
Catherine A. Brug-Reeves
Ruth S. Doering
Laurie and Dan Eggemeier
Ron Ellis
Steve and Mary Ellen Elsbernd
Oakley and Eva Farris
Christopher Gist Historical Society
Joyce Griffin
Robert and Carol Griffin
Deborah and Richard Grover
Ann E. Hicks
Linda Griffin Holt
Jim Huff Realty, Inc.
Huntington National Bank
Barry and Mary Jo Kienzle
Karen Zerhusen Kruer
Kathleen McBryan and
 Dennis O’Connor
Kevin and Julie McGehee
Geoffrey and Jennifer Mearns

Rick and Paula Meyers
Michael and Laurie Murray
Shanna Osborne
Park National Bank
Martha Pelfrey
Nancy B. Perry
Procter & Gamble
Ken and Dianne Ramey
Mary Leonhard Ran
Republic Bank & Trust Co.
William and Phyllis Riffle
Raymond H. Rolwing 
Richard H. Rosenthal
Sue Ott Rowlands
John Ruthven
Mark and Rosemary Schlachter
The E.W. Scripps Company
Nathan and Mary Lee Smith
Gerry and Peggy St. Amand
Betty Verst
Jim and Rachel Votruba
Robert Wallace and Joan Ferrante
John Webster and 
 Sandra Rodgers-Webster
Charles and Gail Wells
Geraldine Williams
John and Linda Winkler
Marian C. Winner

Deceased
Debbie Ellis
Margaret T. Fulford
Dennis Griffin
Gladys R. Harding
George and Nancy Martin
Danny Miller
Alice Kennelly Roberts
Lois R. Rosenthal
Judy Ruthven
Stuart Sprague
Frank Stallings
W. Frank Steely
William G. Verst
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Northern Kentucky University’s December 2017 commencement ceremonies 
will be available for free on demand viewing on NKU’s YouTube channel. 
Please visit nku.edu/commencement for a link to view the videos.

COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY ON
YOUTUBE 

COMMENCEMENT CEREMONIES ON 
CABLE TELEVISION
Northern Kentucky University’s December 2017 commencement ceremonies 
will air on NKU’s NorseMedia television, Cincinnati Bell’s FiOS cable service 
channel 818 and on Spectrum channel 18/digital or 96/analog.

Ceremonies will broadcast starting in January 2018 until the end of  
February 2018.



ALMA MATER
Northern, let your vision lead us,

hearts of women, men and youth.

Help us seek the higher virtues,

guide us to the greater truth.

Northern, Northern, alma mater,

may our lives enrich your name.

And in time leave us, your children,

better far than when we came. 

Original lyrics and melody by Charles Wiley

Revised by Carolyn Hagner

Harmonization by Kurt Sander


